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PART FIRST. 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


Arr. I.—Ulerine Polypi. By Tomas W. Gorpon, M. D., 
Georgetown, Ohio. 

Casz Ist. History —In Dec., 1850, the husband of Mrs. D. call- 
ed on me, stating that he wished my attendance in a few days, as 
his wife expected to be ‘‘ confined.”’ 

I heard nothing further from this case until the 9th day of Febru- 
ary following, when Mr. D. again called and requested me to visit 
his wife, stating, at the same time, that she was extremely anxious 
about herself, as she had passed, (as she believed, ) the full period 
of Utero gestation, and as yet there was no appearance of labor. 
From the testimony of the husband, I thought there might be uterine 
disease, and therefore took with me a vaginal speculum. On visit- 
ing this lady, I found a tall, spare woman of about twenty-five years 
of age, of a palish yellow hue, nervo sanguine temperament, mother 
of three children, apparently at the full period of utero gestation. 
She stated to me that about eleven months before this date her men- 
ses had ceased, and she supposed herself enciente,—that she began 
to increase in size, as heretofore at ‘“‘ such times,’’ and had continued 
to do so until within the last month. Since which time she could 
notice no change in herself. 

She said she had not felt as she usually had when pregnant, not 
having the peculiar sensation produced upon the mother by the vivi- 
fying of the foetus. Yet she had felt a “ kind of motion ;”’ but gene- 
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rally, and perhaps always, only when she changed her position, 
‘and not like life.” She had felt but little anxiety about herself 
until within the last six weeks. Since which time she was much 
alarmed. I made an examination per vag. et rect. by touch, and 
per vag. by the speculum. Found the uterus thickened atthe mouth 
and neck, instead of the obliteration of the neck, &c., as should have 
been the situation, if from pregnaney at full time. The mouth was 
slightly dilated, so that I very readily passed a sound into the cavity 
of the uterus, which seemed but little enlarged. From the explora- 
tion which I was able to make, I could detect a small tumour within. 
But it would not account satisfactorily to my mind for the increase 
in the volume of the organ. The size of the uterus was easily ex- 
amined through the parietes of the abdomen. It varied but little, if 
any, in size from that organ in a majority of cases at the time of par- 
turition. 

I applied ext. Bel. freely to the Os. Tincze, and passed a small por- 
tion within the neck, and left for home, promising to return on the 
following day. Feb. 10th. Found the situation of my patient the 
same as yesterday, with the exception of the uterine dilatation. I 
eould now easily introduce my four fingers into the neck of the 
uterus, and could detect a small polypus attached to the lower por- 
tion of the uterine fundus just above the neck. But I could not in- 
troduce the hand without giving rise to some pain. I therefore, de- 
sisted from further attempts, and again passed a sound within, and 
explored the uterus with very great care. I could, however, detect 
nothing but the small pediculated polypus. I then introduced the 
rod, (figured in Dr. Dewee’s work on females, ) armed with a liga- 
ture, and by the assistance of the fingers of the opposite hand, car- 
ried the ligature over the tumour to the pedicle. On tightening 
the ligature the polypus was immediately separated from its attach- 
ment, and dropped into the vagina. A slight hemorrhage ensued, 
which ceased immediately on the injection of a strong solution of 
tannic acid into the uterus. On examination, the tumor proved to be 
a polypus of an apparently condensed gelatinaform substance, as 
beheld without opening it. It was about three-fourths of an inch in 
its short diameter, and one and a fourth inches in its long, with a 
pedicle of not more than a half inch in length, and one.and a half or 
two lines in thickness. Upon opening it with a knife, it seemed 
to be a homogeneous mass of a low grade of organization. Before 
opening, I thought it might possibly be a germ attached to its pecu- 
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liar location, from some cause or other. But upon the most minute 
examination by the naked eye, and also with a small microscope, I 
could not detect anything that seemed to agree with that opinion. 
The uterus partially contracted at the mouth, after the injection, but 
remained about the same in volume. 

I placed this lady upon the use of Iodide of potassium, and sulphate 
of quinia, which she used for several weeks ; the uterus gradually 
contracted to its natural size, and nine months and eighteen days 
from the day on which the polypus was removed, she gave birth to 
arobust, healthy boy. And on the 19th day of February, 1854, 
she was again delivered of a fine boy. Her labors were natural and 
easy. The uterus contracting immediately. 

Quzrres.—How is the thickening of the walls of the uterus to be 
accounted for in this case ? 

There was hypertrophy and induration beyond a doubt. What 
caused it? and what restored the organ to its healthy state ? 

Did the subsequent pregnancy assist in removing the hypertrophy? 

Case 2d.—June 4th, 1852. 

I was summoned to see Mrs. E., aged 38 years; nervo-sanguine 
temperament, the mother of several children. I found her reduced 
to syncope from uterine hemorrhage. No pulse perceptible at the 
wrist, and very slight at the elbow. She had had frequent attacks 
of hemorrhage for the several days last past; but supposed it would 
cease, until this evening, when the increase of the discharge produced 
such a loss of the powers of life, that the messenger informed me 
when he came, that those present thought it was doubtful whether 
she would be living when I arrived. On making an examination 
per vaginum, I found a uterine tumor extending downward from the 
os. uteri, with the os. drawn tightly around it like a cord, the tu- 
mor filling the vagina. On applying the hand upon the abdomen 
the uterus could not be felt, but with the introduced hand, I could 
plainly perceive the pulsation of three distinct arterial trunks at the 
tumor ; knowing that she could not survive the loss of much more 
blood, I applied the tips of the fingers of my right hand upon the ab- 
domen, (while the left was introduced per vaginum,) and pressed 
down upon the abdomial aorta, until the circulation was cut off, 
when the pulsation in the tumor immediately ceased. I retained 
my situation for some thirty or forty minutes, and then gradually re- 
moved the right hand, when I found there was no farther hemorr- 
hage, and the lady gradually rallied. 
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The foetor from the tumor was so great, it required all the forti- 
tude ] was capable of commanding to endure it. I found, on in- 
quiry, that this lady had complained of a tumor in the right lumbar 
region for the last two years, perceptible almost immediately after 
her last ‘‘ confinement.”” That for some months she had not felt it 
as high as before ; but that the foetor had been such the most of the 
time as to make life a burden. June 5th I made an examination per 
vag., found a large portion of the tumor had sloughed off. This I 
examined, (it having been kept until my arrival.) I found it to 
consist of a vascular reticulation, filled with coagulated blood, but 
in such a state of decay as not to be preservable. The uterus was 
partially inverted, and the remaining portion of the tumor attached 
a@ little to the left of the centre of the fundus ; I passed a finger 
around the neck of the tumor, by gently dilating the ring like os. 
There was no farther hemorrhage. I ordered a Seidlitz powder, to 
be followed with an enema if it did not act. 

June 6th. Made an examination with the speculum, found a dark 
or nearly black mass about the size of a common hen’s egg, protru- 
ding from the os uteri, situated the same as on yesterday. I passed 
a finger entirely around the tumor at its attachment. I then intro- 
duced a guarded bistoury along my finger, and partially separated 
the tumor ; I thenused a strong styptic injection, (tannate of lead, or 
a solution of tannic acid, and acetate of lead, about as thick as good 
cream; I used this preparation simply because I had less of either 
than I thought necessary to use. Whether the combination was 
better than they would either have been singly I am unable to 
state.*) Still retaining my hand per vag. to notice any hemorrhage 
that might occur, there being none worthy of notice, I again care- 
fully passed the bistoury (guided by a finger), to the neck of the 
polypi, and nearly separated it, when I again used the injection as 
before. After a few seconds I separated the remaining portion with 
my fingers ; then used the styptic freely. Ithink there was not a 
half ounce of blood lost altogether in removing the tumor. After 
cleansing the parts thoroughly with warm water slightly astringent, 
I gave directions to use the strong astringent injection twice during 
the day, and almond oil at night. 

7th. Found the uterus gradually assuming its natural position, the 
mouth notched where the tumor had apparently pressed the hardest. 





* Since writing the above I met with Dr. J. B. Thompson, of Columbus, who 
informed me that he always used a similar combination of Tannic Acid and 
Plumbi Acetas. 
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The mouth much abraded in several places. No fcetor in the pas- 
sages. Continue to use the astringent injection. I explored the 
uterus to-day with a flexible metallic catheter, which gave no indi- 
cation of any other tumor. 

8th. Patient is doing well. Says she feels better than she has for 
two years. 

9th. Continues to improve ; use a tonic as follows: 


Rm Ext: Gentian, 2.6.0. so Bip 


® Meee. id} tgs wie gil ise 
Feri Carb. Precip... . . . . Gij. 
Com: Pr.icardamisc.. o.6055 see 


Viet Baltes 20ers ced OL 


M. and shake well ; use a teaspoonful three times per day. 

11th. Is sitting up a little to-day, and feels well, except from 
weakness. 

13th. Is still better. 

28th. She is now attending to light work. 

The tumor (except that which sloughed off ) was of an ovoid form 
with a very short pedicle, (indeed it was nearly sessile,) its size 
was : 


Circumference of pedicel, . . . . .3 1-16 inches. 
ss of lateral diameter, . 318-16 * 
“¢ oflongitudinal « . . 4 3-16 “* 


Its strueture was fleshy and vascular, being composed of venous 
and arterial trunks, quite small at their attachments to the uterus, 
but enlarged so that at the lower part of the tumor, the end of one of 
my little fingers could be introduced into some of the varicose veins. 
The arterial trunks were as large as a small goose quill. Fromthis 
time on, Mrs. E. continued to enjoy reasonable health until in Jan- 
uary, 1853, when she complained of great weakness, accompanied 
with leucorrheea, frequently intermixed with a slightly bloody dis- 
charge from the vagina. An astringent solution was ordered to be 
used, with a female syringe. Also, a tonic bitter to give tone to 
her system. On the first of February she was violently attacked 
with dysentery, which, however, yielded to medication in a few 
days. The leucorrhcea, however, increased, with a larger propor- 
tion of blood and pus, in considerable quantities. On examination 
per vaginum, I found the mouth of the uterus, or rather its lips ex- 
coriated, and in several places deep ulcers, with red edges, while the 
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central part showed a whitish pustulated appearance. I eauterized 
the whole inflamed surface freely with Nit. Arg. ; this I did several 
times, at intervals of a few days. And during the intervals a solu- 
tion of tannic acid was used with the syringe as often as every sec- 
ond or third day, and tepid soft water, with castile soap, used once 
in two days, followed with an injection of almond oil each time. 

On the 18th day of April, I removed another polypus, smaller 
than the one removed last year, but of a similar character. Andon 
the 26th day of the same month, I removed a third polypus from the 
same female. This was larger than either of the former, weighing 
soon after it was removed nearly eight ounces, avoirdupois. I in- 
jected the uterus, after the removal of this tumor, at intervals, until 
the 13th of July, with Zr. Sanguinaria Canadensis, and tepid soft 
water, When the uterus, to all appearance, was perfectly healthy, 
the ulcers had all healed, and there was no farther appearance of 
leucorrheea or discharge of any kind, except the healthy seeretion of 
the organ, 

This lady’s health continued good from that time, with the excep- 
tion of an attack of intermitting fever in September, and the sickness 
common to utero gestation ; and on the 17th of May, 1854, she was 
delivered of a robust male child. On exploring the uterus at the 
time of parturition (which was necessary to remove the placenta) 
there was no appearance of a farther development of polypi. 


Case 3d.—Mrs. ; was called to see this lady on the 16th of 
September, 1852. Found her suffering as severely as the majority 
of women do during severe labor. Upon making “an examina- 
tion,’’ I found a tumor protruding from the Os. Tincz. The uterus 
making strong efforts to expel it. There was at this time no hem- 
orrhage. I had to be absent from the house for a short time, and 
left directions to call me immediately if any change occurred before 
my return. When I returned, which was within an hour, I found 
the polypus lying loose in the vagina ; it is similar in shape and con- 
sistence to the first two removed from Mrs. E. It weighed 2 oz. 
avoirdupois. It is pediculated, but the pedicle was torn away by the 
expulsive efforts of the uterus. This lady was delivered of a healthy 
child within the last ten days. 


June 12, 1854. 
od 
Nore.—We have in our possession daguerreotype representations of the tu- 
mors described by Dr. Gordon, and at one time thought of having engravings 
made to accompany his paper; but after reflecting on the matter, it was 
thought that such a course would savor more of show than of utility —[Ep ] 
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Art. IL.—Adstract of the Proceedings with remarks, of the American 
Medical Association, at its 7th Annual Meeting, held at St. Louis. 
By 8S. M. Swmirs, M. D., Columbus, Ohio. 


The Delegates assembled on Tuesday morning, at the Verandah 
Hall, and in the absence of the President, Dr. Knight of New Haven, 
the Senior Vice President, Dr. Usher Parsons, of Providence, R. I., 
called the Association to order. Letters read from Drs. Knight and 
Beadle. On taking the chair, the Acting President congratulated 
the Delegates on assembling in such large numbers in the beautiful 
city of St. Louis, on the west bank of the Mississippi, to unite together 
in carrying forward the great objects of their organization. 

The first business being the call of the roll, at the suggestion of 
Dr. Marcu of N. Y., it was agreed that each gentleman should 
rise and answer to his name. (The carrying out of this plan taxed 
the modesty of some gentleman, whose names were repeated several 
times, in rapid suecession, as representatives of several societies, un- 
constitutional delegates from 23 States, and from the U. 8. Army and 
Navy, were present.) About 110 societies, State, District, County 
and City, Colleges and Hospitals, were represented—-whole number 
of delegates about 270, of whom the Treasurer reported, near the 
close of the session, from 220 to 230 as paying members, to whom 
only the proceedings would be sent when published, and their names 
appear in the record. 

The Association being now fully organized, the Chairman of the 
St. Louis Committee of Arrangements, Dr. Washington, in the name 
of the St. Louis profession, welcomed the Delegates to the city and 
its hospitalities, expressing both their diffidence and their gratitude, 
the former being especially represented in the gentlemanly chair- 
man. 

The Reports of the Committee of Publication, and the Treasurer, 
were now read, and for the time being laid on the table; when, 

On motion of Dr. Wurtz, of Buffalo, 

Resolved, That a Nominating Committee, consisting of one mem- 
ber from each State, be appointed by the delegates of each State ; 
and, after a recess of 15 minutes, report the same to the Association. 

When the following gentlemen were severally selected to constitute 
this committee : 


Maine—Dr. Charles Millett. 
New Hampshire— 
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Massachusetts—Dr. D. H. Storer. 
Rhode Island— 

Vermont— 

Connecticut——Dr. P. G. Rockwell. 
New York—Dr. L. P. White. 

New Jersey—Dr. George R. Chitwood. 
Pennsylvania—Dr. Rene La Roche. 
Delaware— 

Maryland—- 

Virginia—Dr. Adam §Spitler. 
Minnesota—Dr. J. H. Murphy. 

North Carolina— 

South Carolina—Dr. Thomas G. Prioleau. 
Georgia— 

Florida— 

Illinois—-Dr. W. B. Herrick. 
Alabama—Dr. 8. W. Clanton. 
Louisiana—Dr. E. D. Fenner. 
Missouri—Dr. Thomas G. Reyburn. 
Michigan—Dr. William Brodie. 
Mississippi——Dr. T. J. Grafton. 
Iowa—Dr. D. Seviter. 

Tennessee—Dr. J. B. Lindsley. 
Wisconsin——Dr. J. B. Dousman. 
Arkansas— 

Texas— 

Kentucky—Dr. Robert J. Breckenridge. 
California— 

Ohio—Dr. O. M. Langdon. 
Indiana—Dr. W. W. Hitt. 

U. 8. Navy and Army—Dr. Pinckney. 


This committee, having been approved by the Association, retired 
for the purpose of nominating officers for the coming year, viz: a 
President, four Vice Presidents, and two Secretaries, and a Trea- 
surer. 

On motion of Dr. Artes, it was, 

Resolved, That the Association meet at 9 A. M. and adjourn at 
1 P. M., for the morning session, and at 3 P. M. to 5 or 6 -P. M., for 
afternoon session. 
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A motion by Dr. Brarnarp, that hereafter the meetings of the 
Association be held alternately in the Northern, Southern and West- 
ern portions of the Union, was discussed with some warmth, and 
finally laid on the table ; the prevailing sentiment of the delegates 
being that it was preferable to make the selection from places invit- 
ing the Association. 

On motion, adjourned until 3 o’clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION OF TUESDAY. 


Association met—-Dr. Henry R. Frost of S. C., in the chair. 

In the absence of the President, the Senior Vice President deliv- 
ered the usual valedictory address. Though prepared upon so short 
notice, it was replete with good sense, and generous liberality, recom- 
mending that the meetings be carried from place to place, that their 
beneficial effects might be made available to the whole profession of 
the country. That it might, like the magnetic bar, passing over the 
heterogeneous mass, attracting the pure iron and steel, gather, by its 
successive proximity, the best material of the profession into one 
brotherhood, firmly united together for the common good. He allu- 
ded to the vast resources of the valley in whose centre we were 
meeting, and whose prospective development must make it the thea- 
tre of great events and great activity in all the departments of human 
progress, and expressed the hope that medicine would not be lag- 
gard in this rapid advance. That we might well take courage from 
what had already been done by Beaumont and Drake, Harrison and 
Caldwell, and many living and present, whom a proper delicacy 
would forbid him from complimenting as they deserve. A just 
tribute was paid to the memories of the many distinguished mem- 
bers of the Association who had fallen during the past year, dwel- 
ling upon the sad catastrophe at Norwalk. 

It was referred to the Committee of Publication. 

A letter was received from a permanent member, now residing in 
France, stating that he had presented the 6th vol. of Transactions 
to the Academy of Medicine at Paris, and that it had been received 
with much favor, and referred for examination and report to a com- 
mittee of whom M. Velpeau was chairman. The letter expressed a 
hope that the five preceding volumes would be forwarded. 

A memorial from the members of the Association in New York 
and vicinity, and those remaining after its last session there, 
adopted, at their meeting held immediately after the Norwalk dis- 
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aster, was presented and read. It stated that, at that meeting, a 
committee had been appointed to prepare memoirs of those who had 
been lost by that sad occurrence, which duty had been in part per- 
formed ; but being yet incomplete, it was recommended that, when 
finished, it should be forwarded to the Publication Committee, and 
be incorporated with the proceedings of this year. 

Resolutions passed by the N. H. Medical Society, expressing a 
decided opinion that no delegate should be admitted to the Ameri- 
can Medical Association who came from any Society that admits as 
members those who practice any form of empiricism. 

Dr. Gross offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That hereafter it shall be considered highly improper 
and disorderly for the Association to give costly entertainments. 

This gave rise to some discussion, but, with a slight amendment, 
finally passed. 

The Committee on Nominations now made their appearance, 


and reported as officers for the ensuing year, the following gen- 
tlemen : 


President, 
Cuartes A. Popz, M. D., of Missouri. 
Vice Presidents, 

E. D. Fenner, M. D., of Louisiana. 
N. 8. Davis, M. D., of Illinois. 
W. T. Wraae, M. D., of South Carolina. 
Jno. Green, M. D., of Massachusetts. 
Secretaries. 

E. 8. Lemorns, M. D., of St. Louis. 
Francis Wesp, M. D., of Philadelphia. 
Treasurer. 

D. F. Coxnpm, M. D., Do. 


This report was unanimously accepted, and a committee of three 
were appointed to conduct the new officers to their seats. 

Dr. Porg being absent on account of indisposition in his family, 
Dr. Fenner made acknowledgments of the honor conferred, re- 
gretting the absence of the President. 

On motion, Philadelphia was fixed upon as the next place of 
me¢ting. Detroit had extended an invitation, but it was thought 
desirable to alternate east and west of the mountains. 

Dr. Conpiz, being absent as chairman, forwarded the report of 
the Committee of Publication, to which were added certain resolu- 
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tions, recommended for adoption. The substance of these resolu- 
tions are, that the annual assessment be $3: That none be registered 
as members who do not pay, and that the different State organiza- 
tions be requested to appoint committees at central and convenient 
points, to receive and distribute the volume of proceedings. After 
some discussion and modifications, the report and resolutions were 
adopted. 

Dr. Artzz, on behalf of the committee to procure a stone with a 
suitable inscription for the monument of Washington, reported that 
he had adopted, at the suggestion of the lamented Dr. Prerson, of 
Salem, the design for the stone, representing Hippocrates refusing 
the presents of King Artaxerxes, who invited him to go to Persia 
and succor the enemies of Greece. The sculpture was on beautiful 
marble, by Samvet Beck, a young artist of Lancaster county, Penn- 
sylvania, from a Daguerreotype copy of Viarpov1’s celebrated pic- 
ture, presented to him by Miss Ansy L. Prerson. The execution of 
the work is in the highest style of art, and evinces extraordinary 
talents in the artist. 

The Stone is of Vermont marble. The resolution authorizing 
the movement, was adopted at Richmond. There was a lack of 
funds for the accomplishment of this object to the amount of $400, 
and Members of the Association were respectfully invited to contri- 
bute, as they felt inclined, to make up the amount. 

On motion, Dr. Cartes Hooxer was appointed Treastrer pro 
tem., in the absence of the Treasurer elect. 

It being announced that Dr. Pore was now present, he was con- 
ducted to the chair; and, after a feeling acknowledgement of the 
honor conferred on one so young, he accepted it in the name of the 
profession of the West, thus complimented through him, and at once 
entered promptly and efficiently upon the duties of his office. 

A member announced that Dr. Nintan Pinckney, of the U. S. 
Navy, was present; and, though not a delegate, would be glad, if 
permitted, to address the meeting. This request was acceded to, 
and the address, somewhat in the ‘‘ Micauber’”’ style, presented the 
acknowledgments of the Navy and Army to the Association, in es- 
tablishing the medical officers of each service on a better footing, 
with a fair prospect of yet more important reformations. 

Invitations from the Hon. L. M. Kenyerr, Mayor of the city, and 
Drs. Moorz, McPueerers and Reysurn, were given to the members 
of the Association, to partake of the hospitalities of their homes, dur- 
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ing the evening. Also, invitations to visit the different public Insti- 
tutions of the city. 

A resolution was adopted authorizing the Nominating Committee 
to appoint other committees that might be needed during the session, 
or for the ensuing year. 

On motion, adjourned until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, Szeconp Day’s Procerpines. 


The Association met at 9 o’clock. Dr. Pops in the chair. 

Minutes of yesterday read, and after a few slight corrections, 
adopted. 

The Committee of Registration reported additional delegates, and 
recommended a number of members by invitation. All accepted. 

On motion, the meeting agreed to adjourn to 4 o’clock P. M. 

A memorial from the American Medical Society of Paris, signed 
by Dr. Hammer, of St. Louis, and Dr. Murphy, of Cincinnati, was 
read, and, on motion of Dr. Arius, of Pa., was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Medical Education. 


Memorial of the American Medical Society of Paris, to the American 
Medical Association. 


We, the members of the American Medical Society of Paris, beg, 
through our delegate, to present the following memorial : 

The National Association of the United States has had its origin 
mainly from the consciousness felt by physicians of the low state of 
medical education in our country, and from the desire universally 
entertained by them of elevating the standard of the medical pro- 
fession. We, by our sojourn abroad, from our intercourse with those 
educated here, have become more painfully conscious of our infirm- 
ities and deficiencies at home, and for this reason beg leave once 
more to urge upon the Association the necessity of a change. While 
acknowledging, however, the superiority of education in Europe, we 
are far from desiring to arrive at equality by imitating their methods. 
We, therefore, beg to urge the following plan for the consideration of 
the Association: That in each State there be appointed by the Med- 
ical Society of the State, a Board of Examiners, which Board shall 
be chosen every year from members of the Society, and which shall 
perform its duties the following year in the place, and immediately 
before the sitting of the State Medical Society ; that their examina- 
tions be public, and that every one whomsoever may apply, who 
shall be introduced by a member of the Society ; and that no one 
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can hereafter become a member of the State Medical Societies nor of 
the American Medical Association, who has not the certificate of 
having satisfactorily passed such an examination. As to the qualifi- 
cations to be required of the candidate, we do not think it advisable 
to enter into particulars. They should not, however, believe in any 
peculiar doctrines or methods; no certificates of attendance upon 
courses of lectures should be necessary, but solely the possession of 
the necessary amonnt of medical knowledge to practice his profes- 
sion with safety and honor. This plan in no way interferes with the 
established schools ; its effectupon them could only be salutary. Stu- 
dents would attend those institutions where those branches of a med- 
ical education, that can only be acquired by attendance upon lectures, 
are best taught. 


All of which is respectfully submitted to the consideration of the 
Association. 


Dr. HAMMER, St. Louis. 
Dr. MURPHY, Cincinnati. 


The President now announced that the reading of the Annual 


Reports of the standing committees would now be in order, when the 
following gentlemen were called upon : 

Dr. Conn1g, of Philadelphia, on causes of Tubercular diseases, not 
present, and not prepared. 

Dr. Geo. B. Woop, of Philadelphia, on diseases of parasitic ori- 
gin, not present, asked to be excused from further consideration of 
this subject. Granted. 

Dr. Jno. A. Aries, of Lancaster, Pa., on epidemics of Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland, New Jersey and Delaware, but partially prepared, 
asked for further time, and made some statements showing the diffi- 
culties attending this class of reports. Appealed to members, d&e. 

Dr. D. J. Carn, of Charleston, 8. C., on Epidemics of South Caro- 
lina, Florida, Georgia and Alabama, transmitted a brief abstract. 
Referred to Committee of Publication. 

Dr. W. L. Surroy, on Epidemics of Keutucky and Tennessee, 
made a partial report. Referred to the Committee when finished. 

Dr. Gzo. Menpenua tt, of Cincinnati, O., on Epidemics of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan, made a report on 1852 and ’53, of which he 
read a brief abstract. Referred to Committee of Publication, with 
request that it be published. 

Dr. R. S. hotmes, of St. Louis, on Epidemic Erysipelas, read ab- 
stract—took the ground that a depressing cause originated the dis- 
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ease, and might be internal and external ; but asthenia characterized 
the disease, only invaded tissues similar in ultimate anatomical struc- 
ture, mucous membrane, skin and serous membrane, &c. Treatment, 
&c., inferable from this condition. 

Dr. E. D. Fexner, on Epidemics of Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas 
and Arkansas. Not fully prepared—but read a synopsis of what he 
intended to prepare. Ordered to be referred to Committee of Pub- 
lication to be published. The synopsis dwelt chiefly on CHozera 
and YeLtow Fever, especially the latter, advocating the local ori- 
gin, non-contagious character. Treatment— Quinine, &c. 

Dr. R. D. Mussey, of Cincinnati, made a motion to suspend the 
regular business, to allow Dr. Linton, of St. Louis, to give his views 
on the pathology of Yettow Frver. These were, that vegetable 
decomposition was not necessary to the production of autumnal 
fevers of this country ; that Yellow Fever was only an aggravation 
of simple Bilious Fever—both caused by the retention of hydro-car- 
bonaceous matters in the blood. Yellow Fever was produced by 
northern blood, subject to heat of southern latitudes, &c. &c. 

A motion was made and carried, that Dr. Linon be requested to 
draw up the substance of his remarks and present them to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

Dr. D. Braiyarp, of Chicago, on the constitutional and local 
treatment of Carcinoma, requested further time. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, on influence of local circumstances on the ori- 


gin and prevalence of Typhoid fever, read a brief abstract, advo- 
cating the sources of the fever, were either from without or within, 


that retained morbid matters, deranging the functions of particular 
organs, gave rise to fever,—in this condition external local causes, 
were efficient—non-contagious, &c. 

Dr. Donaxpson, of Baltimore, on present and prospective value 
of the microscope in disease. Dr. D., not being present, but the paper 
being completed, it was referred to the committee of Publication. 

Report of committee of Medical Education, also referred to same 
committee without reading. 

Dr. Porz, chairman of the committee on Prize Essays, and vol- 
unteer communications, made the following report : 

Mr. Presipent: The committee on Prize Essays and Volunteer 
Communications, respectfully report that the Essays submitted to 
their consideration were nine in number, of which one was presented 
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as a volunteer communication. The committee have carefully ex- 
amined the whole of these Essays, and bestowed upon them the at- 
tention which a sense of the importance of the duty assigned them 
imposed. They feel free to say that some of these essays possess 
undoubted merit, both in matter and style, and they admit in them 
evidence of high scientific attainment, as well as a familiarity with 
the graces of composition. But whilst, cheerfully, according these 
claims to their authors, the committee have preferred to be governed 
in their choice by considerations of originality and practical import, 
rather than of mere theoretic speculation, however finely portrayed. 
The committee, have, consequently, concluded to award but asingle 
prize. The essay selected is entitled ‘‘ An Essay on a new method 
of treating Ununited Fractures and certain Deformities of the Osse- 
ous System.”’ It bears a motto in French, which, being liberally 
rendered in modern English, reads, ‘‘ and notwithstanding all the 
pains I have heretofore taken, I have reason to praise God, in that 
it hath pleased Him to call me to that branch of Medical practice 
commonly called Surgery, which can neither be bought by gold nor 
by silver, but by industry alone and long experience.” 

If it please the Association, I will now break the seal of the packet 
superscribed by the same motto, and declare the name of the suc- 
cessful competitor. 

Dr. Porz then broke the seal, and announced the name of Pro- 
fessor Brat arp, of Chicago. 

Dr. McPuerters moved that Professor Dante Bratn arp take the 
stand, and give the Association an abstract of his new mode of treat- 
ing fractures, &c., which motion was carried, and Professor Bratny- 
arp accordingly came forward, and in an able manner gave the re- 
quisite information. 

Dr. Hooxer, Treasurer, pro tem., nudged the members to pay 
their dues, &c. 

Dr. Exzsrr, offered resolutions, appointing a committee to pre- 
pare some modification of the constitution and by-laws, by which 
officers, and the place of meeting would be selected by ballot, with- 
out intervention of the Nominating committee—lost. 

Dr. Gururie, offered the following resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolved, That in the Secretary of the Treasury’s recommenda- 
tion to Congress to abolish, or materially modify the duty on such 
crude drugs not producible in this country, as are used in our laboro- 
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ratories, in the manufacture of chemicals, we recognize a wise provi- 
sion for the further protection of the profession, and the community 
at large from impure and sophisticated medicines. 

A copy of which was sent to the complimented Secretary. 

Dr. Stepnen Wi.urams, formerly of Deerfield, Massachusetts, now 
of Illinois, addressed a letter to the association, enclosing the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That a standing committee be appointed by this asso- 
ciation, to procure memorials of the eminent and worthy dead, 
among the distinguished physicians of our country, and present them 
to this association for publication in their transactions. Adopted, 
and a committee afterwards appointed. 

Dr. MclItvarne, offered the following: 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this association, the practice of 
Professors reading lectures to their classes, no matter with how much 
care selected from the musty records of antiquity, is a miserable 
apology for teaching, and prima facia evidence of their inaptness to 
instruct, and is inimical to medical progress. 

On motion, it was laid on the table, without discussion, except by 
the author. 

Dr. Frencu, offered the following: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire what State, or 
other society, represented in this association, is in fellowship with 
irregular practitioners. 

Dr. Biarcurorp, read a communication from Dr. Spore, of New 
York, who had been investigating the subject of Hydrophobia, and 
requested communications on the subject. 

On motion, Dr. Blatchford was appointed chairman of a commit- 
tee. Dr. S. not beinga delegate. 

Dr. McDowz 1, offered the following : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to investigate the im- 
provements of the instruments for Lithotomy, by Nathan R. Smith, 
Paul F. Eve, and Dr. McDowell. 

On motion, laid on the table. 

Dr. 8. M. Smrrn’s resolution for appointing a committee on In- 
sanity, carried. 

It was now announced, that conveyances would be at the Hall 
door, this P. M. at 4 o’clock, to carry the members to the residence 
of Col. O’Fallen. Adjourned until 3 o’clock. 
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Association met at 3 o’clock. 

Dr. Wurre moved a vote of thanks to Dr. Knight as late President 
of the association, &c., and requesting him to furnish the usual ad- 
dress for publication. Carried, 

The committee appointed to devise or consider some comprehen- 
sive plan for the more general, systematic and thorough investiga- 
tion of subjects connected with medical scieace, reported, appending 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association hereby recom- 
mends all Medical Societies to establish, in accordance with the plan 
detailed in the foregoing report, special committees for the selection, 
investigation, collaboration and publication of all subjects connected 
with medical science. Adopted, and the whole referred to committee 
of publication. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, read a report on the adulterations of milk as it 
is sold in our cities, and exhibited specimens, and recommended 
that the association take the subject under consideration. 


On motion, the association adjourned, until 9 o’clock, to-morrow 
morning. 


This evening, the members of the association with a large num- 
ber of invited guests made a visit to the country seat of Col. O’Fallen 
afew miles from the city, and spent several hours rambling over 


his beautiful grounds, and in the evening partook of a sumptuous 
entertainment. 


Tutrp Day’s PRocreEpInGs. 

Thursday, 9 o’clock, A. M. Association met. President in the 
chair. A vacancy existing in the nominating committee from Iowa. 
Dr. McGugin was chosen to fill it. Minutes read, corrected and 
adopted. 

Dr. McPueerers, stated that arrangements had been made with 
all the railroads to carry delegates home free of charge, and that all 
the railroad companies had agreed, except the New York and Hud- 
son River Company. Delegates found that, from some cause, this 
“arrangement” did not amount to any thing, unless it be a little 
disappointment and bad blood, and all the companies on the north- 
ern route had heard nothing of it, or feigned profoundest ignorance. 

Dr. Arxz, offered the following: 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the Publication committee, to ap- 


pend to each volume of the transactions hereafter published, a copy 
of the constitution. Carried. 
33 
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Dr. Gross, offered the following : 

Resolved, That a committee of one be appointed by the chair, to 
inquire into the causes which obstruct the formation of an establish- 
ment of our national medical literature, and report on the subject at 
the next annual meeting, or as soon thereafter as practicable. Dr. 
Gross was appointed said committee. 

Invitation from Thos. 8. O’Sullivan, Esq., the President, Engineer 
and Superintendent of Pacific Railroad, inviting the Association to go 
out some miles on the Pacific Railroad. Accepted, and to-morrow 
morning at 10 o’clock agreed upon. 

Dr. Lipsey offered a resolution, in reference to the abrogation of 
the rule of some schools, allowing four years’ practice, as equivalent 
to a course of lectures. Referred to the committee of medical edu- 
cation. 

Dr. Pau. F. Evs, submitted the following: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the chair, to 
report at the next meeting of the Association, the best means for 
preventing the introduction of disease into our country by emigrants. 
Committee, Drs. Dickson, Griscum and E. D. Fenner. 

Dr. Linton, Resolved, That in the opinion of this association, 
quarantine establishments afford no protection to States and 
cities, against the invasion of such epidemics, as Cholera and Yellow 
Fever. Referred to same committee. 

Members of committee of arrangements were admitted as mem- 
bers of association by invitation. 

Dr. Jayne, Resolved, That the memorial from Drs. Hammer and 
Murphy be withdrawn from the committee on Medical Education. 

He contended that the imputation on American Schools and 
Teachers implied in the document, should not be endorsed by this 
body. 

Drs. Atlee, Elbert, MclIlvain, Edgar and others, made remarks, 
during which statements were made by the last two gentlemen, the 
authority for which they declined giving. After some discussion, 
the resolution was carried by a large majority, and the memorial 
was laid on the table. 

Dr. Pzzpizs, of Virginia, at his own request, was excused from 
acting as chairman of the committee on epidemics of Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

The regular business was now suspended to hear the report of 
the nominating committee, when, the following report was made: 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF NOMINATIONS. 


The Committee on Nominations, in fulfilling the duty imposed 
upon them, recommend the continuance of several of the special 
committees previously created, and the appointment of some new 
ones. They, therefore, submit the following list of Chairmen of spe- 
cial committees, with the subjects to them committed : 

Dr. Worthington Hooker, of New Haven, Connecticut, on epi- 
demics of New England and New York. 

Dr. John L. Atlee, of Lancaster, Pa., on epidemics of New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. 

Dr. D. J. Cain, of Charleston, 8. C., on epidemics of South Caro- 
lina, Florida, Georgia and Alabama. 

Dr. W. L. Sutton, of Georgetown, Ky., on epidemics of Tennes- 
see and Kentucky. 

Dr. Thos. Reyburn, of St. Louis, Mo., on epidemics of Missouri, 
Illinois, lowa and Wisconsin. 

Dr. Geo. Mendenhall, of Cincinnati, Ohio, on epidemics of Ohio, 
Indiana and Michigan. 


Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans, La., on epidemics of Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Arkansas and Texas. 

Dr. James Jones, of New Orleans, La., on the mutual relations of 
yellow and bilious remittent fever. 

Dr. D. V. Cendie, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—on the causes 
of Tuberculous Disease. 


Dr. Jos. Leidy, of Philadelphia, Pa., on diseases of Parasitic 
Origin. 

Dr. A. P. Merrill, of Memphis, Tenn., on the Physiological Pecu- 
liarities and Diseases of Negroes. 

Dr. Jos. N. McDowell, of St. Louis, Mo:, on Statistics of the op- 
eration for the removal of Stone in the Bladder. 

Dr. F. P. Porcher, of Charleston, 8. C., on the Toxicological and 
Medicinal properties of our Cryptogamic Plants. 

Dr. Daniel Brainard, of Chicago, Illinois, on the Constitutional and 
Local Treatment of Carcinoma. 

Dr. Geo. Engleman, of St. Louis, Mo., on the Influence of Geo- 
logical Formations on the character of disease. 

Dr. Henry Taylor, of Mount Clemens, Michigan, on Dysentery. 

Dr. Horace Green, of New York, on the use and effect of applica- 
tions of Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, in Local or General Disease. 
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Dr. P. G. Gooch, of Richmond, Va.,.on the administration of 
Anaesthetic Agents, during Parturition. 

Dr. Chas. Hooker, of New Haven, Conn., on the Diet of the Sick. 

Dr. E. R. Dabney, of Clarksville, Tenn., on certain forms of 
Eruptive Fevers, prevalent in Middle Tennessee. 

Dr. Sanford B. Hunt, of New York, on the Hygrometrical state 
of the Atmosphere in various localities, and its influence on health. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, of Buffalo, New York, on the Frequency 
of Deformities in Fractures. 

Dr. M. M. Pallen, of St. Louis, Mo., on Diseases of the Prostate 
Gland. 

Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, Illinois, on the Excretions as an 
Index to the Organic Changes going on in the System. 

Dr. Leroy H. Anderson, of Sumpterville, Alabama, on Typhoid 
Fever and its Complications as it prevails in Alabama. 

Dr. W. H. Byford, of Evansville, Indiana, on the Pathology and 
Treatment of Scrofula. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, Illinois, on the Nutritive Qualities 
of Milk, and the Influence produced thereon by Pregnancy and men- 
struation in the human female, and by pregnancy in the cow, and 
also on the question whether there is not some mode by which the 
nutritive constituents of milk can be preserved in their purity and 
sweetness, and furnished to the inhabitants of citiés in such quanti- 
ties as to supersede the present defective and often unwholesome 
method of supply. 

Dr. E. B. Haskens of Clarksville, Tenn., on the Microscopical In- 
vestigations of Malignant Tumors. 

Dr. Geo. K. Grant of Memphis, Tenn., on the Sulphate of Quinia 
as a Remedial Agent in the treatment of Fevers. 

Dr. R. R. Mcllvain of Cincinnati, Ohio, on the study of Pathology 
at the bedside. 

Dr. E. 8S. Cooper of Peoria, Illinois, on Orthopedic Surgery. 

Dr. Andrew F. Jeter of Palmyra, Mo., on the Modus Operandi of 
Envenomed Secretions of healthy Animals. 

Dr. Sam. M. Smith of Columbus, Ohio, on Insanity. 

Dr. Rene La Rouche of Philadelphia, Penn., on the Jaundice of 
Yellow Fever in its Diagnostical and Prognostical Relations. 

Dr. Charles Chandler of Rocheport, Mo., on Malignant Periodic 
Fevers. 

Dr. 8. B. Chase of Portland, Maine, on Typhoid Fever in Maine. 
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Committee on Plans of Organization for State and County Socie- 
ties—A. B. Palmer, M. D., Michigan ; R. R. McIlvain, M. D., Ohio, 
D. L. McGugin, M. D., Iowa; E. R. Peaslee, M. D., New Hamp- 
shire ; Thos. Lipscomb, M. D., Tennessee. 

Committee on Medical Literature—Robert J. Breckenridge, M. 
D., Kentucky, chairman ; A. A. Gould, M. D., Massachusetts; D. 
L. McGugin, M. D., Iowa; J. B. Flint, M. D., Kentucky ; O. M. 
Langdon, M. D., Ohio. 

Committee on Medical Education—-Wm. H. Anderson, M. D., Al- 
abama ; A. Lopez, M. D., do.; Andrew Murray, M. D., Michigan ; 
A. Ramsay, M. D., Tennessee; R. D. Ross, M. D. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Rene La Roche, M. D., Pennsyl- 
vania; Isaac Hays, M. D., do.; Alfred Stills, M. D., do.; J. B. 
Biddle, M. D., do.; Geo. W. Norris, M. D., do.; Joseph Carson, 
M. D., do. ; Joseph Leidy, M. D., do. 

Committee of Arrangements—Isaac Hays, M. D., Pennsylvania ; 
G. Emerson, M. D., do.; Wilson Jewell, M. D., do. ; Alfred Stille, 
M. D., do.; Francis West, M. D., do.; William V. Keating, 
M. D., do. 

Committee on Publication—Pliny Earle, M. D., New York; D. 
Francis Condie, M. D., Pennsylvania; E. S. Lemoine, M. D., 
Missouri; A. March, M. D., New York; E. H. Davis, M. D., do. ; 
C. R. Gilman, M. D., do. 

After the reading of the report, Dr. Reysurn moved its adop- 
tion, excepting that portion referring to the Committee on Publica- 
tion, in the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the said report be adopted, with the exception of 
that portion which refers to the Committee on Publication. 

After the reading Dr. Reysurn, moved its adoption, except so 
much as referred to the committe of Publications—upon which the 
warmest discussion of the session occurred, the contest being on the 
appointment of the committee, that should determine the place of 
publication, New York or Philadelphia. 

During the progress of the discussion, in which Drs. Reysury, 
Jayne, Storer, McPuezters, Eve, Herrick and others engaged, the 
whole merits of the indefatigable Philadelphia committee, who had 
served so faithfully, with Dr. Conprz at their head, were fully re- 
cognized ; yet many preferred that a change should be made, not 
implying censure, but to divide honors and labors. After sometime 
spent in presenting the merits of both cities and sides, the Associa- 
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tion, on motion of Dr. JAynz, went into committee of the whole, Dr. 
Exsert of Iowa, in the chair, when the discussion was renewed 
with yet more zeal. 

After some hours, the committee of the whole rose and reported 
back the amendment of Dr. Reyspurny, when the Association @ad- 
journed. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Association met at 3 o’clock, Dr. Pors in the chair. 

Dr. Srorer’s resolution making none permanent members but 
those who paid up their dues, was adopted. 

Dr. Atzz offered the following: 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly recommend to their 
brethren in those States where Societies do not exist, the immediate 
organization of State and County Medical Societies. Adopted. 

Dr. Brecxenripce—That the papers and documents, and plates 
used for illustrations of this Association, shall be the exclusive prop- 
erty of this Association. Carried. 

Dr. Pue.es of N. Y., now read an essay, the reading of which 
had been deferred to hear the report of the Nominating Committee, 
on this subject, ‘Religion an Element in Medicine, or the Duties and 
Obligations of the Profession.” 

Referred to a special committee, Drs. Ariez, Jayne and Marcu, 
a graceless set to take charge of the little religion of the Association. 

A motion was now made to proceed to the regular business, which 
brought up the resolution of Dr. Rzysurn, as adopted by the com- 
mittee of the whole, when on motion of Dr. Evs, to refer the whole 
matter back to the Nominating Committee, which was lost, then the 
question came up on adopting the original report. This elicited a 
warm discussion, during which some personal and sectionai feelings 
were evinced ; but the original report was finally adopted by a mod- 
erately decisive majority. 

When the vote was announced, the Philadelphia delegation an- 
nounced, through Dr. La Rocug, that they would take the respon- 
sibility of tendering the resignation of Dr. Conpiz, of Philadelphia, 
as Treasurer. After some little discussion and an honest expres- 
sion of regret, it was accepted. 

Dr. Wesr, one of the Secretaries, tendered his resignation ; but 
it was not accepted. ‘ 

Dr. BreckenripGE now offered a resolution: That hereafter a 
majority of the Publication Committee shall be selected from the 
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Physicians of the city where the Association may annually meet. 
Carried. 

A vote of thanks was then unanimously returned to Dr. Conpiz, 
for the able, impartial and zealous manner in which he had dis- 
charged the duties of Treasurer, and the same to the whole Publica- 
tion Committee, Dr. Pinckney, of the U. 8. Navy, and the citizens 
of St. Louis. 

Dr. Muzzzy was appointed a committee of one on alcoholic 
drinks. 

The Nominating Committee reported Dr. Hooxgr, then Dr. 
BuacxrorD, and finally, Dr. Warp, of New York, as Treasurer. 
Dr. Hosxrins, of Va., Ch. Com. Epidemics of Va., &e. 

Dr. Epear offered a resolution recommending apothecaries to use 
different colored paper to designate poisons, &c. 

Dr. Encieman declined to serve as a committee to report geolo- 
gical formations on disease. Not accepted. 

Dr. Gross announced that Dr. Drakn’s work would be published 
during the summer, the forthcoming volume, containing all his arti- 
cles on the diseases of the “‘ Valley.” 

After some unimportant business and votes of thanks, the Associ- 
ation adjourned. 


Art. IlI.—Report of a peculiar and fatal case. By J. H. Crark, 
M. D., Mutual, Ohio. 


Feb. 6, 1854, morning, was called to visit Mrs. A.’s babe, aged 
13 months. Nervous temperament, weak constitution—ill and pre- 
senting the following symptoms, viz: Pulse accelerated and irregu- 
lar, countenance flushed, skin hot and dry, tongue coated with 
a layer of white mucus, but red at its tip and edges; nausea and 
vomiting of a yellow fluid, and of a sour and offensive smell ; bowels 
constipated, cough, respiration accelerated and abrupt, gums swollen 
and tense, morbid appetite, nursing greedily. 

Diagnosis.—Irritation of the lungs and stomach, with a tendency 
to the brain, from dentition and cold. Scarified the gums, gave a 
portion of Rheum. and Cale. Magnesia, and used the warm bath. 
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In four hours was recalled. Symptoms more aggravated, heat of 
the body increased, eyes rolling in their sockets with dilated pupils, 
active moving of the extremities, grinding of the teeth, in short show- 
ing a tendency to convulsions. 

Gave a more ,active cathartic, warm pediluvia and cold to the 
scalp. Returned in 4 hours—physic had operated well—child been 
vomiting and had rejected a bloody mucus matter (confirming my 
former diagnosis of present irritation of the stomach,) and inclining 
to coma. Again ordered the warm bath and the use of Aqua Cal- 
sis and Magnesia, to allay vomiting. Coma increased through the 
night. 

Feb. 7. Symptoms still more alarming. Congestion of the lungs 
more apparent, skin dry, countenance pallid and anxious, pupils still 
dilated, features apparently swollen, pulse frequent and irregular. 
Prescribed Mild Chlo. of Mercury, minutely combined with Ipe- 
cacuanha, alternated with the Spirit of Squills. Com., warm bath, 
Mustard Sinapism on the nape of the neck and feet, and thus con- 
tinued through the day and night. 

8A.M. Respiration better, a tendency to perspiration, pulse di- 
minished in frequency, and roused from its comatose state for a 
short time, but soon relapsed again and continued through the day. 
While about noonday a slight cutaneous eruption, in the form of a 
rash, made its appearance over the neck and chest, but soon subsi- 
ded and convulsions supervened, with spasm of the right and para- 
lysis of the left side. These convulsive paroxysms were of short 
duration, with corresponding intervals of coma, and thus continued 
through the night. 

Used the warm bath, cold to the scalp, antispasmodics, blisters 
behind the ears, and moved the bowels with an enema ; they being 
torpid. 

Feb. 9. Convulsions less violent, but of longer duration, with in- 


‘termissions less complete—-there being constant subsultus tendinum, 


and with a reduction of the physical power ; the patient continued to 
nurse freely. 

Treatment continued as before. 

Feb. 10. Coma partially subsided, with increased nervous irrita- 
bility and slight convulsive paroxysms through the day ; at times 
respiration difficult and deglutition impaired for the first time during 
the illness, the scalp now tumefied, the tongue now freed from its 
coating and presenting a congested appearance. The above treat- 
ment continued. 
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Feb. 11. Paroxysms more mild and longer intervals, but in- 
creased coma. The flush on the cheeks and redness of the chest an 
occasional visitor, cough less frequent and more easy. But little 
medication. 

Feb. 12. General tumefaction of the scalp subsided, the pupils 
become contracted, the nose pinched, the lips congested, respiration 
hurried, the child apparently struggling against death’s grasp for a 
short time, but revived and again presented a very irritable condi- 
tion of the nervous system—the least disturbance throwing it into a 
spasm. Renewed the sinapism to the extremities, the discharge kept 
up behind the ears. 

Fed. 13. No marked difference from the preceding day, save in- 
creased spasm of the larynx, increasing the difficulty of respiration, 
causing a peculiar prolonged hissing sound, as in spasmodic croup. 
The general spasm subsisting fora short time, the patient apparently 
passing the interval in a comatose condition, with rigidity or tonic 
spasm of the muscles of the extremities and strabismus present. 

Feb. 14. Occasional violent spasmodic paroxysm, subsidence of 
the swollen features, cold extremities, a feeble thread-like almost im- 
perceptible pulse, respiration more slow, interrupted and gasping, 
and death soon closing the scene. 

Now the peculiarities of the case, were its frequent change of 
category, or change of predominant symptoms. 





PART SECOND. 


AMERICAN AND FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Arr. 1.—The First Years of Practice. 


[Tue address to the graduating class of the New York Medical 
College, by Dr. Frank Tuthill, one of the Censors, and more exten- 
sively known of late as one of the editors of the New York Daily 
Times, is published in full in the columns of that paper. We select 
some portions of it for the perusal of our readers, as the address may 
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be read with interest and profit not only by the young graduates of 
New York, but by practitioners of all ages, and in other places. | 


Dr. Turutt congratulated the graduates upon the honors, rights, 
and privileges to which they had attained. They had swam a river 
whose depth was not vouchsafed them, nor its width more than 
guessed at. Like poor Christian, they had climbed the hill Diffi- 
culty, and, whether frightened or not, passed by the lions, which 
proved to be chained. It cannot but be an occasion of rejoicing, in 
view of the difficulties overcome. But the laughter ceases without 
the echo, remembering that there is a valley of Humiliation just 
ahead, and several Apollyons dripping blue and melancholy hours 
from their wings, stretching across the pathway. The Apollyons 
are great cowards, however, before well-furnished men: and this 
humiliation is wholesome. 

A year hence all these terrors of beginning will be matters of 
mirth. ‘hey will seem as ludicrous as the fright of one who has 
stood shivering and trembling all the dark night on the bank of what 
seemed a turbulent river, but which proved, by daylight, to be a 
mere rill rattling, not ankle deep, over its pebbly bed. 

A great change has come over them during the hour—for the 
metamorphosis from the condition of a lively, rollicking, thoughtless 
medical student, to that of a grave and reverend physician, upon 
whom are rolled the responsibilities of the life and death of his fel- 
low men, is most marvellous and vital. Whereas, when a student, 
he gloried in the tenderness of his youth, now he delights in the few 
marks that age has made upon him. Is there among his locks a 
whitened hair—tenderly regard it, so arrange the whole that it shall 
be sure to be observed. Is there a wrinkle or furrow on his face— 
cultivate it, for with age alone the people think that there is wisdom. 
And when he leaves his alma mater, and strikes out into the world, 
how subdued and nervous he seems for awhile! Sitting in his of- 
fice, on the exterior of which is nailed the newly-painted shingle 
which announces his profession, how he looks from book to bottle, 
from manikin to mortar, shivering lest the step on his stair-case 
should be a call for him—hoping that it is, yet dreading it. It ap- 
proaches—a knock—it is only the Squire, called to say how glad he 
is that a good doctor has come to settle with them. He employs the 
‘‘old doctor’ himself, he says, but he will be glad to have him vac- 
cinate the children, and will do all he can to help him ; then, crack- 
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ing a few stale jokes about the ‘distressingly healthy state of the 
village,”’ leaves, thinking he has left a deal of consolation. When 
the young doctor makes his first call, how the words, that were wont 
to rush out so fluently, cling to his opened lips! how he watches the 
friends about the sick one’s bed! how he looks into the eyes of his 
patient, seeking sympathy there in his embarrassment! how he en- 
vies the imperturbability of the old nurse, sitting at the bed’s head, 
with a pinch of snuff between thumb and finger, and all the import- 
ance of her conscious experience written in her face. No wonder, 
when he is arranging for his first venesection—no wonder his hand 
trembles, as he plunges the lancet—for several pairs of eyes are 
watching him—microscopic eyes that render his trembling into vio- 
lent shakings. _ No wonder, when he fixes his forceps at the extraction 
of his first tooth, he wrenches off the crown, leaving what seem like 
bottomless roots, still aching in the jaws ; for, if there are not half a 
dozen men standing by to observe how much tact or lack of it he ex- 
hibits, yet the reflection that the slightest want of success will, before 
bed-time, be talked over in parlor and kitchen, apologized for by 
some of the young and amiable, talked of at the post-office, and in 
the shoe-shop, discussed at tea-tables and at the bar, in the village 
store, and by the ruddy light that illumines the dusky premises of 
the swarthy smith. Then, when his first fever case presents itself, 
how immensely distant, like planets in their orbs, are the critical 
days !---how the different stages seem to last through ungrown eter- 
nities !---how, from day to day, he watches for one change of symp- 
tom, almost consenting, at times, that the change should be for the 
worse, rather than not come at all ; how he blames himself for not 
curing incurables, and that he cannot break fevers ; how he antici- 
pates the complaints of friends, complaints they never will utter, and 
feels that he might almost be treated as an enemy, because his 
friendship has proved so long unavailing; how tedious is the conva- 
lescence ; how he thinks that a dozen times the amount of his bill 
he would gladly pay, to see the invalid walking about again in the 
fullness of his strength, perfectly cured ; how ashamed he growg to 
be seen visiting the house, and is tempted to reach it by back-ways 
and by-paths. All this time, the ‘ old doctor,” his rival, swells 
twice or thrice a-day through the village to the house of a neighbor 
not half as sick, without exhibiting a trace of care about the tedious- 
ness of the convalescence, reckons that she is doing well enough, 
and to the urgent demand for a medicine to relieve this symptom, or 
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to ease that pain, tells them to ‘wait ! Nature is doing the job,’’ and 
asks the old farmer, ‘‘ What is the price of potatoes?” But the 
young man’s peculiar province it is to chide himself that he cannot 
break fevers, stay the course of epidemics, set the bed-ridden on 
their feet, cure chronic rheumatism in a day, and disguise with per- 
fect confidence where old experience would cheerfully confess his 
ignorance. 

But, said Dr. Tuthill, there are some great privileges pertaining 
to this stage of the doctor’s life. The sound of the mortar heard in 
his room, is to his credit, and it is all the same whether he is grind- 
ing spices for his landlady’s accommodation, or dried herbs and 
chemicals for his pills. Seen dimly through his shaded window, 
peering over a book, they say that he is studious and learned, 
whether the volume he reads is “‘ Bulwer,”’ or ‘‘ Broussais,”’ ‘‘ Dick- 
ens’’ or ‘* Dunglison,”’ ‘“‘ Cowper”’ or ‘‘ Cooper.’’ Seen writing at 
his desk, he gets credit for an intelligent student or an author; and 
it is all the same whether he is making his sparse receipts equal the 
bill of his expenses upon the balance sheet, noting his cases, or writ- 
ing a tale for some literary monthly. It is pleasant to see how, if 
he is grave by nature, his gravity is set down to thoughtfulness, and 
when, with a long face, he sits building fine castles in the’ air, they 
say that he meditates the state of his patients, and is turning over 
the value of different medicines in their behalf. If he is cheerful 
and happy, and something of a rattle-head, his presence they say is 
a tonic, and a few moments of his conversation soothes pain like an 
anodyne. 

These leisure seasons of early practice ought to be appreciated by 
physicians. It is the time when by reading up the cases that occur, 
the experience of ancients and moderns may be digested and wrought 
into his own. If he has an ambition for discovery, he can fit him- 
self for it, by reading up what is already known, and making him- 
self familiar with the lands and the skies already mapped. It is the 
time for one to arm himself to meet and to vanquish the pretentious 
humbugs of modern times: most of which have wheeled out the 
brief circle of their popularity before now—been respected, ridiculed, 
buried, and now risen again torun the same round. 

The wits and the wags, said the doctor, have laid down a great 
many rules for getting into practice, and generally at the expense of 
the doctors. ‘There are two ways, my boy,”’ said Radcliffe to 
Mead his successor, ‘for a physician to treat his patients—either to 
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bully or cajole them. I have taken the former course, and have 
done well, as you see. You may, perhaps, take the latter, and per- 
haps do equally as well.” Be careful, say the advising wits, to 
learn the form of prescribing, since form is the main chance. Make 
your name ring in the town: it little matters how, so only that this 
point be secured, that when your name is proposed in consultation, 
there shall be none so ignorant but will confess they have heard it. 
Buy a mountain of books, and be sure that none of them be left in 
secluded parts of the house. Or, if you have not the money to buy 
the mountain, let the few do good service, even as our famous Yan- 
kee General Putnam made his lean score of soldiers march up over 
the verge of the hill so often that the terrified enemy reported a force 
of many hundred strong ; and never omit mere mention, where it 
will tell, of ‘the library” from which these are brought out for im- 
mediate use, it being altogether too large to be kept in so small an 
office. 

Don Quevedo advises physicians to get in debt to everybody, as 
then everybody must employ them to save their debts. But, said 
the speaker, it is doubtful if all these genteel modes of quackery have 
not been already overdone. The policy of being called out of church 
no longer avails. Managing on Sabbath morning to meet the stream 
of church-goers, probably, does not pay for horse-hire. ‘‘ Give me 
all the fools for patients, said a mountebank to Radcliffe, «and you 
may take the rest,” but the majority of the fools has been sadly di- 
minished of late. Honesty in getting into practice is the best policy 
after all, though where they had no free schools, no free acadamies, 
no free libraries, and no daily newspapers, it may have. been differ- 
ent. People love to be cheated, but not by a simpleton. They are 
willing to be deceived, but it must be by one who has the appearance 
of an honest and talented man. 

People refer us, said the doctor, to the wealth that quackery has 
amassed in this city, and the fortunes that patent pill-peddling has 
made here. And many think they need only turn quacks to become 
rich. But we hear only of the successful efforts of quackery ; we 
see only the successful ones, the great crowd fail utterly and are un- 
noticed. Vastly the majority never emerge from the obscurity with 
which a kind Providence is pleased to invest their wicked and false 
pretences. Hundreds start new infallible pills and panaceal syrups, 
but those who make money on them are scant tens. We see and 
hear of the inordinate sale of the successful one, and judge without 
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a warrant that such is the history of all. But inquire of the apothe- 
caries at the end of the year, for nine out of ten of the medical mira- 
cles for incurable diseases started during it, and they do not recog- 
nize them except as the almost forgotten name of humbugs that were 
widely advertised for a month, and then heard of no more. How 
many thoroughly recognized quacks ride in your city through » dozen 
successive years ? How many more of them perish—starve out, be- 
fore they attain to their ill-famed notoriety? For every full-grown, 
swelling, wealthy quack, who has flourished and fattened on the fol- 
lies of his fellows, said the lecturer, I think it would not be difficult 
to show you a dozen broken-down and unsuccessful ones. Or, if you 
show me many, are they not rather men who had a substantial edu- 
eation, men of talent, ability, and energy, but who, lacking honesty, 
availed themselves unscrupulously of the confidence which the pub- 
lic reposes in their skill to delude them, and reap for themselves an 
ill gotten harvest? This at least must be granted, that one needs 
some other capital than impudence and dishonesty successfully to 
fleece the public. 

He believed, too, that much of the reputation of great and eccen- 
tric men whith was charged to their eccentricity, was really due to 
their great worth, though their peculiarities may have lent wings to 
their fame. It was not Abernethy’s bluntness that made him the 
leader of a school, but his far-reaching discernment, which, classify- 
ing his personal observations, developed a sympathy and connec- 
tion between distant organs that modified, and does to this day, the 
practice of the world. It was because Mounsey, ‘‘ the Chelsea doc- 
tor,,’ and the friend of Garrick, was possessed of an extraordinary 
share of common sense, and was a thorough and practical physician, 
that he so long ruled the ascendant in his sphere ; not because he 
was possessed of a vitiated taste, neglected his dress, and had the 
bearing of a boor, and possessed a most mischievous wit, the latter 
of which he carried into his will, bequeathing his body to the dissec- 
tors, his velvet coat to one friend, and the worthless buttons on it 
to another. It was the skill of Demoulin which made him celebra- 
ted, not his well-known miserly habits, of whose fame there was so 
great a report that one who had been the closest of misers came and 
offered to sit at his feetand learneconomy. Demoulin extinguished 
the dim candle, remarking, “we need no light to talk of economy by.” 
‘* Enough,” cried the miser, ‘I have learned my lesson,’’ and de- 
parted. It was not Radcliffe’s unpardonable rudeness that placed 
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him at the head of his profession, but his acute penetration, his well- 
digested experience, and his great attainments. Very possibly, that 
bluntness, well illustrated in the case of that gluttonous dyspeptic 
whom he advised ‘‘ to hang himself, since nothing but death could 
free him from his complaints,”’ might have helped to spread his rep- 
utation, and given wings to his really well-merited fame. 

It was not the fact that Sir John Elliot painted a death’s head on 
his carriage-door that brought him to the baronetcy, but his abili- 
ties, by no means despicable, assisted by his manner, which is said 
to have been so fascinating that his lady patients were forever fall- 
ing in love with him. It was not because Sir Richard Jebb was 
always testy when his patients talked of dieting, and swore vigor- 
ously if they insisted on knowing what to eat, telling the honest in- 
quirer that he could eat anything but the poker, which was hard of 
digestion, and the bellows for an equally good reason ; but it was 
his keenness of perception, his profound learning, and his intelligent 
earnestness for his patients’ recovery, which led the sick king to de- 
clare that he would have Jebb and nobody but Jebb, in spite of the 
etiquette of physicians ordinary and extraordinary. 

These eccentricities were spots on the fame of the great. In the 
greatest we see nothing of them. There was no odor of quackery 
about the fathers of medical science—none about Linacre, ‘ the 
purest Latinist of his day ;’’ or Harvey, who, by hard labor, drag- 
ged to light that great secret of nature, the circulation of the blood ; 
or the erudite Friend ; or the eminent Stahl, whose doctrine of phlo- 
giston, though now exploded, did good service in its day ; or practi- 
cal Sydenham ; or religious and quaint Sir Thomas Brown; or 
Boerhaave, the ‘‘ Voltaire of Science.’’ There was nothing preten- 
tious or adventitious in the great fame of the witty and benevolent 
Arbuthnot, of Gregory, or the great Cullen. There was no truth- 
lessness in Denman, Heberden, Hartley, or Jenner, whose discovery 
drove far into the back-ground that loathsome disease which at one 
time was slaying half the people that died on the face of the globe, 
and would have exterminated it utterly if his successors were pos- 
sessed of half the earnestness in enforcing vaccination that nerved 
him to its successful introduction. There was no humbug about our 
Rush or Colden, Bard or Warren. These were sternly honest men, 
most of them obliged to cope with poverty and science at the same 
time. 
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There was nothing counterfeit in our Physick, our Post, our God- 
man, our Hosack. There is nothing like mockery, nothing preten- 
tious in the fame of our Mott or our Francis—names which their 
contemporaries, envious of posterity, hasten to honor—unwilling to 
wait the willing years—may they be many yet !--which will pro- 
mote them to the seats of the Fathers, in which Time makes no fur- 
ther mark, and will nothing detract from their awarded greatness. 

Wm. Hunter said that ‘‘ success in the medical profession always 
attended the diligent.’’ and unless there is some grand inequality in 
the constitution it is true beyond a doubt. He who lets the little 
tricks go over to quacks, who sticks to his legitimate business, avoids 
the seductions of the belle-lettres proper, despises the doubtful fees 
of political places with the promises of politicians, and runs from in- 
dolence as from a devil, will certainly succeed. But, said he, sup- 
pose quackery were always profitable--there was something besides 
money worth having, a character which money could not buy. Few 
professions, said the speaker, offer more liberal rewards to the de- 
voted than medicine. It yields a competence as speedily as most, 
and in itself has rewards of the highest intellectual kind. It is only 
the outskirts of the field that had been cultivated ; within there is a 
vast area rich with the unturned mould of centuries. There are 
mines inexhaustible, into which no shaft has yet been sunk—whole 
fields, in walking over which the hazel-twig would perpetually point 
downwards—close thickets and dense forests, into which the peering 
eye of man has not yet penetrated, all underlaid with strata of 
metals ; but whether of dark coal alone, or of glittering diamonds, 
of iron, or of most precious gold, no one has yet announced. 

He meets on each new day some new question to be answered— 
some new problem to be solved. He walks perpetually among a 
swarm of interrogatories. Every patient’s tongue crooks itself into the 
form of an interrogation point, to which his morning salutation must 
be areply. In his troubled dreams points of interrogation bend 
over his pillow. There is not a phenomenon in nature—there 
is not a phenomenon in life, but in his eye stoops into its form and 
humbly begs to be straightened. Every operation of prehen- 
sion, digestion, assimilation, secretion, and ex+retion, assumes the 
uniform shape. State any fact in medical philosophy, and as its 
supplement up starts the interrogation point, asking how to account 
for it. The facts in philosophy are soon stated and easily learned ; 
but the questions presenting themselves to the intelligent reader 
are manifold and perpetually recurring. 
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Art. IV.—Matienant Diseases. 


Professor Gross, of Louisville, Kentucky, was appointed chairman 
of a committee on the results of Surgical Operations in Malignant 
diseases. This report looks like Gross. It is long, learned, judi- 
cious and candid. He thus himself sums up his conclusions :—Ep. 

‘“« From the facts and statements which have now been presented, 
embracing the opinions of many of the most intelligent, experienced, 
and distinguished practitioners in different ages and in different 
parts of the world, the following conclusions may be legitimately 
deduced : 

First. That cancerous affections, particularly those of the mam- 
mary gland, have always, with a few rare exceptions, been regarded 
by practitioners as incurable by the knife and escharotics. This 
opinion, commencing with Hippocrates, the father of medicine, has 
prevailed from the earliest records of the profession to the present 
moment. Nature never cures a disease of this kind; nor can this 
be effected by any medicine or internal remedies known to the pro- 
fession. 

Second. That excision, however early and thoroughly executed, 
is nearly always, in genuine cancer, followed by a relapse at a pe- 
riod varying from a few weeks to several months from the time of 
the operation. 

Third. That nearly all practitioners, from the time of Hippo- 
crates to the present day, have been and are still averse to any ope- 
ration for the removal of cancerous tumors after the establishment 
of ulceration, rapid growth, firm adhesions, organic change in the 
skin, lymphatic invasion, the cancerous dyscrasy, or serious con- 
stitutional derangement; on the ground that, if had recourse to 
under these circumstances, the malady almost inevitably recurs in a 
very short time, and frequently destroys the patient more rapidly 
than when itis permitted to pursue its own course. 

Fourth. That in all cases of acute carcinoma, or, in other words, 
in all cases of this disease attended with very rapid development 
and great bulk of the tumor, extirpation is improper and unjustifia- 
ble, inasmuch as it will only tend to expedite the fatal result, 
which, under such circumstances, always takes place in a very short 
time. 

Fifth. That all operations performed for the removal of ence- 


phaloid cancer and its different varieties, are more certainly followed 
34 





476 American and Foreign Intelligence. [July, 


by rapid relapse than operations performed upon scirrhous or hard 
cancer. 

Siath. That in nearly all operations for cancerous diseases hith- 
erto reported, the history has been imperfectly presented, being 
deficient in the details which are necessary to a complete and thor- 
ough understanding of the subject in each case, This remark is 
particularly true in reference to the diagnosis of the malady, the 
minute examination of the morbid structure, and the history of the 
case after the operation, as to the period of relapse, the time and 
nature of the patient’s death, and the result of the post mortem ex- 
amination. 

Seventh. That cancerous affections of the lip and skin, now usu- 
ally described under the name of cancroid diseases, are less liable to 
relapse after extirpation than genuine cancerous maladies, or those 
which are characterized by the existence of the true cancer-cell and 
cancer-juice. 

Eighth. That although practitioners have always been aware, 
from the earliest professional records, of the great liability of cancer 
to relapse after extirpation, a great majority of them havealways been, 
and still are, in favor of operation in the early stage of the disease, 
especially in schirrus, before the tumor has made much progress, or 
before there is any disease of the lymphatic ganglions, or evidence 
of the cancerous cachexy. 

Ninth. That many cases of tumors, especially tumors of the 
breast and testicle, supposed to be cancerous, are in reality not can- 
cerous, but of a benign character, and consequently, readily cura- 
ble by ablation, whether effected by the knife or by escharotics. It 
is to this cireumstance that we must ascribe the astonishing success 
which is said to have attended the practice of Hill, of Scotland, 
Nooth, of England, and Flajani, of Italy. 

Tenth. That all operators insist upon the most thorcugh excision 
possible ; removing not merely the diseased mass, but also a portion 
of the surrounding and apparently healthy tissues, as well as all en- 
larged and indurated ganglions. 

Eleventh. That the practice has always prevailed, and still ob- 
tains, to save, if possible, a sufficient amount of healthy integument 
to cover the wound, and to unite if possible the wound by the first 
intention, on the ground that these precautions will tend much to 
retard, if not to prevent, a recurrence of the disease. 
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Twelfth. That much stress is laid by writers upon a properly reg- 
ulated diet, and attention to the bowels and secretions after opera- 
tion, as means of retarding and preventing relapse. 

Thirteenth. That there is no remedy, medicine or method of 
treatment which has the power, so far as we are enabled to judge of 
its virtues, of preventing the reproduction of the morbid action 
after operation, no matter how early or how thoroughly it may be 
performed. 

Fourteenth. That life has occasionally been prolonged, and even 
saved, by operation after relapse, as in some of the remarkable 
cases mentioned in a previous part of this report ; but that, asa gen- 
eral rule, such a procedure is as incompetent to effect a permanent 
cure as a first extirpation. 

The following points may be considered as of an unsettled charac- 
ter ; at all events, opinion respecting them is much divided, and far- 
ther observation is necessary before they can be positively determin- 
ed, either affirmatively or negatively. 

First. Excision is of doubtful propriety in all cases in which the 
disease is of hereditary origin, or where it occurs in several mem- 
bers of the same family. 

Second. It is doubtful whether an operationshould be performed 
when the patient is very young and the disease is of rapid growth. 
There is reason to believe that surgical interference, in such a case, 
will only expedite the fatal issue, which is generally inevitable. 

Third. It is problematical whether an operation should be per- 
formed when the disease is attended by suppression of the menses, 
or by great irregularity of this discharge. 

Fourth. Nota few surgeons regard a resort to the knife as of 
questionable efficacy when there is a quickened state of the pulse, 
occasioned by the local irritation. 

Fifth. There appears to be no general agreement among sur- 
geons as to whether extirpation is proper when there are two or 
more coexistent and accessible cancerous tumors. 

Sixth. It is supposed, but the fact is not established, that exci- 
sion of carcinomatous tumors only tends to hasten the patient’s 
death. 

Seventh. Itis doubtful whether, as has been asserted by different 
surgeons, the prospect of a permanent cure is greater, all other 
things being equal, after an operation on an old cancer, than after 

an operation on a cancer of recent standing. 
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Eighth. It has been stated by writers of great respectability, 
among others by Dr. Macfarlane, of Glasgow, that in robust women 
of sanguinary temperament, the re-appearance of cancerous dis- 
ease, and its subsequent progress, are more rapid after operation 
than in nervous or lymphatic persons ; an assumption demanding 
verification. 

Ninth. It requires to be proved whether excision ought to be 
performed in the ulcerated stage of malignant disease, as a means 
of prolonging life and of procuring comparative relief from suf- 
fering. 

In bringing my labors to a close, I feel conscious that I have 
added nothing whatever to our previous information of malignant 
diseases. Nor in truth, could this have been reasonably expected. 
My sole aim has been to sum up our knowledge upon the subject ; 
to construct, as it were, a mirror which should reflect the practice 
and opinions of our predecessors and cotemporaries, and thus serve 
as a guide to future travellers in the same path. In a word, my 
object has been to show, not only what has been done, but what re- 
mains tobe done. The facts which I have collected, if useful at all, 
arc so rather in a negative than in a positive point of view. Our 
knowledge of the results of surgical operations in malignant affec- 
tions is in a state of transition, which has much to hope from the 
future, but can gain little, if anything, from the past. What the 
microscope and animal chemistry, guided by the hand of modern 
science, may dv for the subject, it would perhaps be premature to 
predict ; already they have rendered the cause essential service, and 
it would certainly be unphilosophical to suppose that they are inca- 
pable of affording further light. 

Finally, in drawing up this report, I have rarely appealed to my 
own experience, believing that, even if it were fully exposed, it 
could add nothing of real value to the general stock of our knowl- 
edge upon a subject respecting which so much has been written by 
others. In point of number, indeed, my own cases could not be put 
in competition with the extensive scale of facts brought forward by 
some of the surgeons, the results of whose labors it has been my 
duty to bring before the Association. - I have little, indeed I might 
say, no confidence in any operation for malignant diseases, except 
the cancroid varieties ; and I have for years past, as Professor of 
Surgery in the University of Louisville, deemed it my duty to dis- 
courage a resort to the knife in all cases of the kind, especially in 
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scirrhus and encephaloid of the mammary glands, ample experience 
having satisfied me of the utter futility of such an expedient, how- 
ever early and efficiently employed. In cutaneous cancer, on the 
other hand, my rule has always been to operate, provided the disor- 
der has not advanced so far as to preclude the possibility of remov- 
ing the whole of the morbid growth ; and provided, also, that there 
is no evidence of constitutional infection. To this rule I shall rigidly 
adhere, unless my own experience, or the experiepce of others, 
shall show me the impropriety of it, when I shall most cheerfully 
abandon it. 
S. D. GROSS, Ch’n. 
Lovisvitte, April 20, 1853. 
[New Orleans Med. Joarnal. 


Report of a Committee of the New York Academy of Medicine on the 
Medical and Surgical Aspects of the Crystal Palace: Presented 
February 1st, 1854, (Published by permission of the Academy. ) 


The Committee appointed by the Academy of Medicine to visit 
the Crystal Palace of thiscity, and to report upon any thing therein 
contained of peculiar interest to the medical profession, having as- 
siduously and thoroughly attended to the duty confided to them, 
now respectfully beg leave to report:— 

That at a meeting called at the house of Dr. Gardner, Nov. 25th, 
on motion of Dr. Van Kleek, seconded by Dr. Batchelder, Dr. 
Gardner was chosen Chairman, and Dr. Garrish, Secretary, and 
that, subsequently, the Committee have held frequent meetings. 

That, in their investigations, they were met by the prompt-co- 
operation of the management of the Crystal Palace, through J. M. 
Batchelder, Esq., who not only furnished the members of the Com- 
mittee, but also the President and Secretary of the Academy, with 
season tickets of admission, and, what was of more direct advantage, 
gave them permission to open cases, and to carefully examine their 
contents. In this respect, itis proper to state that they were wil- 
lingly seconded by the owners or agents of the separate articles ex- 
hibited. Most particularly the committee are indebted to the at- 
tention of M. Luer, as well for his explanation of his own unsurpas- 
sed collection, as for his zeal in exhibiting the instruments of other 
German and French manufacturers, rivals at home and competitors 
here for the palm of superiority. 
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Your committee, in the following report, will mention such arti- 
cles only as appeared to them peculiarly deserving of notice as new 
inventions, as new modifications of old instruments, as specimens of 
excellent workmanship, as of unusual adaptation to the purpose in- 
tended, as examples of obsolete instruments, or which, for any rea- 
son, seem worthy of consideration. 

The Committee first visited the ease of Mons. Luer, of Paris ; and 
the following articles are described as shown by the proprietor, fab- 
ricator, and frequent inventor of its numerous instruments. 

Nov. 29th. Instruments used for the various operetions upon the 
eye, invented by Luer. One for seizing the capsule of the lens, 
penetrating the cornea as a simple cataract needle, and then, by 
pressing upon a spring in the handle, the point of the needle was 
converted into a hook, enabling the capsular ligament to be easily 
seized; then, relaxing the spring, the needle shape was restored, 
but still maintaining its hold upon the capsule, they were easily 
withdrawn together. One invented by Lagiere, of Paris, for re- 
moving the whole ofa soft cataract, called a suction needle. It is in 
the form and of the size of a gold pencil-case, hollow, containing a 
piston in its cavity moved by a spring. Upon one extremity is a 
perforated needle, resembling an ordinary cataract needle, which, 
when passed through the cornea, and entered into the anterior 
chamber of the eye, by a graduated pressure upon the spring, will 
cause the fluid to recede from the eye, and enter into the barrel of 
the instrument, thus completely removing a soft cataract. 

These two instruments were considered by the Committee to be 
the most ingenious and, probably, practical instruments of recent 
invention in this department. M. Luer exhibited numerous others 
of most beautiful workmanship and utility ; but as most of them 
have been made known some years to the profession, we only allude 
to themiin order to express the high estimation which the Committee 
have for the ingenuity of the inventor, M. Luer, himself, and their 
appreciation of the great perfection to which the manufacture of 
these delicate instruments has been brought under his personal su- 
perintendence. 

As tests of the ‘‘temper’’ of the instruments, Mons. Luer, taking 
a cataract needle, cutting kid smoothly, piercing it without fracture, 
then cut out pieces from the bone handles of instruments, bending 
it freely also, sticking the point into the bone so firmly, as to sustain 
its weight ; then, on using it as at first, the edge and point were seen 
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to be uninjured. Cataract knives, after whittling brass and bone, 
were uninjured. 

The Committee then examined an instrument, invented by M. Luer, 
to be used in passing liquids through the nose into the stomach. It 
is a jointed stylet, intended to be passed into a flexible stomach tube, 
and then, by a pressure upon the handle, the end is curved at plea- 
sure, and made to pass without difficulty down the esophagus. The 
stylet is then to be removed, leaving the tube. 

An urethral dilator, consisting of two pieces, enlarging by means 
ofa screw in the handle. 

A new needle, for tying deep-seated arteries. 

A very ingenious instrument, if of practical use, for seizing and 
removing sticks, ends of bougie, and like substances, from the blad- 
der. The article being first seized by the forceps extremity, by the 
process of withdrawal is directed into a line with the instrument, 
and, if not large, concealed within the instrument, and thus with- 
drawn. 

A collection of small silvey forceps (serre-fine,) about 4 inch in 
length, with sharp points, intended to retain cut edges in co-apta- 
tion, and thus to dispense with stitches, to be used in operations for 
hair lip, wounds, &c. (Mr. Marjolin lately presented a case of en- 
tropion to the Surgical Society of Paris. The patient had been 
affected with inversion of the lower right lid. After getting rid of 
the inflammation, M. Marjolin simply pinched up a transverse fold 
of the integument of the lid. and secured it with a serre-fine. The in- 
strument fell off in a fortnight, leaving no trace of the entropion. 
Vide article in No. 28, Braithwaite, from the Association Journal, 
descriptive of the operation, its success, dc.) 

Polypus forceps, having a groove in the extremity, and ratchet 
spring in the handle, for compression. 

Small clamps, for preventing hemorrhage during operations upon 
the lips, tongue, or similar places. The portion intended to be op- 
erated upon, is to be encircled within a ring, which, making pres- 
sure all around, leaves the centre free from blood. 

Speculum oris, capable of dilation. This instrument is to be 
passed into the mouth, where it is easily.fixed, compressing the 
tongue, showing the whole fauces, and allowing an cesophagus tube 
to be used, or any local applications made. 

A tube used in laryngotomy, particularly applicable in operations 
for epilepsy. This instrument, by means of valves, enables one 
to speak without difficulty. Very ingenious and useful. 
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A set of spring forceps, invented by Desgranges, Senior Surgeon 
of the Hotel Dieu, of Lyons, for curing prolapsus uteri, intended to 
diminish the caliber of the vagina; and the method of operating is 
to seize the mucous coat of the vaginain various places, and form- 
ing it into folds; then leaving it thus restrained by the forceps, till 
inflammation and cicatrization contracted the vagina permanently. 

An hemorrhoidal compressor, by Amussat—grooved forceps ; 
into these grooves, nit. argent, is to be placed, and then allowed to 
remain applied to the hemorrhoids for twenty-four hours. This in- 
strument has recently been improved upon by Jobert; wide cases 
reported and translated from the Gazette Medicale into the Charles- 
ton Med. Journal, for January, 1854. 

Mechanical leech, by Horteloup. The cut is made by merely 
pulling a string, making a circular cut to any required depth, and 
with little pain or shock ; and a suction was produced by a glass 
tube and india-rubber valves, moved by a screw, and perfectly con- 
trollable. 

A breast-pump, with graduated pressure ; a glass tube on which 
was a piston moved by a screw. 

An obstetric forceps, by Van Hivel, of Brussels. In the inside of 
each blade was a groove, through which ran strips of iron, to be 
forced upwards by a screw. At the end of each of these strips of 
iron was an orifice through which ran a chain saw, to be moved 
below. 

This was intended to saw through the head longitudinally, and 
thus to diminish its size. The instrument is exceedingly complica- 
ted, and much time would be necessary for its application, if practi- 
cable. It is, however, very ingenious and curious. 

Obstetric perforator, by Van Hivel, consisting of one blade, 
through the end of which a sharp knife might at pleasure be pro- 
truded, by means of a screw in the handle. 

Instruments for staphyloraphy, intended to sew the cut edges to- 
gether, invented by Sotelaux, of Strasburg. One was a long probe, 
upon the end of which was a needle; this, when armed, is to be 
passed through the palate, and to be received into a ring spatula 
covered .with buck-skin, placed behind the palate. The needle is 
then retained, and easily seized. This spatula also steadies the pal- 
ate, rendering it much more easily pierced. 

Instrument for compression in cases of aneurism, invented by M. 
Luer. This is a species of tourniquet, consisting of a pad-shaped 
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wood, with a notched, brass top, to which is attached a strap pas- 
sing around theleg. It is stated that with this instrument the ves- 
sels of the leg are not compressed, and the circulation affected only 
where the pad presses. 

A small spring for raising the edge of the inverted toe-nail, either 
upon one or both sides, is ingenious, and perhaps practically useful. 
Invented by M. Luer. 

A very small enema case, The instrument is of india-rubber 
principally, consisting of a bag, pipe, &c. It is ingenious and 
useful. 

A staphyloraphy needle was exceedingly ingenious, and of value 
if practically useful. It had a curved extremity, which was passed 
behind the part to be united, by a slide in the handle; an armed 
needle was passed through the edge, and the thread caught upon 
the portion behind. By a similar process, the needle was passed 
through the other side, and thread could then be easily tied. 

A double gouge forceps, by Luer, fur cutting bone without break- 
ing—making a clean cut—a valuable instrument. 

A modification of Lallemand’s lithotrypsic instruments, modified 
and improved by Luer, increasing their power and convenience. 

A great variety of instruments for scarifying the prostate gland 
by means of concealed blades. 

Galvanic catheters—the catheter of copper with zine stylets, for 
spasmodic stricture. 

A double knife for making microscopic sections of any desired 
thickness—an exceedingly useful instrument. 

A bistoury for hernia—consisting of a concealed blade presenting 
no cutting edge, even upon firm pressure—thus enabling it to be 
introduced as desired, without danger—and so constructed, that by 
turning a screw in the handle, the blade is then exposed. 

A pair of scissors, composed of two long, straight bistouries, ca- 
pable of being separated into single instruments; united as ordinary 
scissors, or with the cutting edges, external so that they may be in- 
troduced into a cut made for any purpose, as in lithotomy for ex- 


ample, and then opened and withdrawn, making thus an extensive 
cut. 


Ring compressor, for arresting hemorrhage, when operating upon 
the lips or eye-lids. The part to be operated upon is to be includ- 
ed within the ring, which is screwed down upon a plate below, thus 
obstructing the circulation in the part. 
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A modification of Simpson’s uterine supporter, by Luer, consist- 
ing of the addition of an india-rubber cushion, for the os uteri to 
rest upon, and ivory stem, in one case ; and in another, of the same 
rubber cushion, as a rest, and a brass stem to enter the os. This is 
thus made from an idea that, by the corrosion of the metal, the ul- 
cerations within the cavity would be stimulated and cauterized, and 
a cure effected. 

A modification of Simpson’s sound, by the addition of a sliding 
button marking the depth to which it had been introduced into the 
uterus,—also, as adding to its convenience, the handle being con- 
structed, so that the sound might be passed into it, and the instru- 
ment shortened. 

A pair of obstetric forceps, invented by M. Luer, permitted either 
blade to be applied first, locking in this manner with equal facility— 
the two blades being brought ‘into the same axis by means of a 
slight rotation effected in the handle of one blade, and without de- 
tracting from its strength. The advantage of this instrument was 
such, that in case of an unequal application of the two blades upon 
the head of the child, and thus preventing their locking, instead of 
removing one or both blades, as with ordinary forceps, the handle 
of the upper blade could be passed underneath, and could there, 
perhaps, be easily locked. 

The committee next visited the case of instruments fabricated by 
Wunsche, of Leipsic. The centents of this case were much injured 
by rust, probably caused by accident in the transportation. They 
were generally of rude manufacture, contrasting markedly with 
the beautifully finished specimens from France and Denmark. With 
few exceptions, the instruments were of a date at least a half 
century anterior to the present time. The instruments, generally, 
were noticeable for their antique appearance. One or two claimed 
attention for their originality: The first was denominated an ob- 
stetric trephine. This was an ordinary trephine, with a handle 
about a foot long, all contained in a simple brass tube. The inten- 
tion of this instrument was, that it should be passed into the vagina 
and firmly pressed upon the presenting skull—the tube guarding the 
mother from injury ; and then the trephine could be used in the cus- 
tomary manner. An opening being thus made in the skull, a head 
tractor came into play. This instrument consisted of a brass tube, 
similar to the one above described, capable of being passed into the 
opening thus made ; and, by means of a screw in the handle, three 
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strong claws were protruded within the cranium, forming right an- 
gles to the handle of the tractor, and being thus within the skull, 
enabled strong traction to be made upon the head. Atasubsequent 
period this instrument might be used, in some degree, as a pair of 
craniotomy forceps, and portions of bone might be seized by it. {These 
instruments were invented by Kiwisch, and are more noticeable for 
their ingenuity than apparent utility. 

An osteotome invented by Heiner, of Wirtzburg, Bavaria, con- 
sisting of an endless chain saw, worked by a crank handle, by far 
the most ingenious instrument, and of the best workmanship, in this 
collection. 

A collection of papier maché models, made by the Association 
of Industry, in Nuremburg, Bavaria, were very fine imitations of 
nature. 

To the very large case of Charriere, of Paris, the committee had 
complete and thorough access; but, owing to the absence of any 
capable person interested to exhibit the various instruments, your 
committee may have inadvertently overlooked some specimens of 
novelty and merit. 

A large collection of the various forms of speculi, among which 
nothing new was observable. Some of these were electrotyped with 
gold. The advantage of this is their freedom from rust and stain ; 
their marked disadvantage, that of diminution of light, and the 
altered color given to the parts by the reflection from the yellow 
metal. 

An obstetric forceps, by Bernard, of Paris. This instrument was 
exceedingly ingenious. In shape of an ordinary cheracter, the 
blades might be fastened together in almost any situation, when the 
handles were brought sufficiently near together, by means of a link 
with a ball-and-socket joint, dependent upon the lower portion of 
the neck of the blade ; when the blades were brought together in the 
usual position, another hinge fastening above retained them in that 
position, but allowing a slight movement which gave a latitude of 
perhaps an inch at the end of the blades. 

A beautiful instrument was an inhaler, for vapors and steam from 
herbs, &c. ; an oil silk fitting accurately over the face, attached to a 
spirit-lamp and cup. 

A pair of obstetric forceps, with a hingein the handle, permitting 
it to be folded up, and thus rendered more portable; in other res- 
pects, this instrument was the ordinary French forceps. 
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An india-rubber hemorrhoidal cushion, consisting of a pad to be 
placed upon the anus, from which proceeded a stem of the same ma- 
material, about an inch in length, intended to be passed into the rec- 
tum, and supporting the hemorrhoids, the whole to be kept in place 
by astrap encircling the body. This instrument is also serviceable 
in cases of prolapsus ani. 

During the last of December, a case of instruments was entered at 
t he Crystal Palace, from the manufactory of C. Nyrop, formerly an 
apprentice of M. Luer, of Copenhagen, Denmark. These instru- 
ments were of fine workmanship, comparing favorably in that res- 
pect with the best on exhibition. A general recommendation was 
their moderate price. Among those peculiarly worthy of notice were 
the following : 

A rotation saw invented by Nyrop. The peculiarity of this in- 
instrument was its facility of being moved in various directions by 
means of a bail-and-socket joint, somewhat restrained in its action ; 
its capability of being used by the hand, or by means of a brace, 
like the ordinary French trephine ; and still more in the saw itself, 
which consists of a double circular saw (with perpendicular teeth) 
turning in opposite directions, and not only cutting more rapidly 
than with a single saw, but steadying it in its application. This ap- 
pears to be superior to any similar instrument in the Exhibition. 

A pair of obstetric forceps, invented by Prof. Levry, of Copenha- 
gen, were noticeable for the ingenious manner in which a hinge was 
inserted in the neck of each blade (and its fastening, also,) for con- 
venience in carrying. 

A compressorium nasi, invented by Larsen, consisted of tubes 
passing into each nostril, and plates pressing upon the outside of the 
nose, both arising from a band which passed over the upper lip and 
regulated by screws, intended to retain the nasal bones in their proper 
situation, when dislocated or fractured. 

A vaccination case, invented by Drejer, neat and compact, con- 
tained knives adapted to this purpose ; cases, &c., for keeping scales 
or lymph from the air. 

Several orthopzedic apparatus, invented by Boch, and constructed 
by Nyrop, were particularly deserving of notice, not only for their 
beauty of finish, but for their apparent utility in torto collis, deform- 
ities of the back, &c. If their real value is at all in proportion to 
their mechanical ingenuity, they are eminently worthy the attention 
of those engaged in this department of surgery. 
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A truss for umbilical hernia, is noteworthy. 

A clyster pump, is of simple construction and reduced price. 

A pair of ear forceps, invented by Prof. Larsen, are delicate and 
probably serviceable. 

A knot-binder, invented by Larsen, for tying ligatures upon deep- 
seated arteries, appears of utility. 

A double cataraet knife, one blade sliding upon another, was noted 
as perhaps of practical use. 

An exploring needle. This instrument consisted of a grooved 
needle, which, after being plunged into a tumor, was covered with 
a sliding blade, which prevented the matter within the groove 
from being wiped away, or mixed with other fluids while with- 
drawing it. 

In a case of india-rubber articles exhibited by Vernant Cabante, of 
France, with no name or maker given, the following instruments 
were found. Several uterine supporters, which were constructed in 
the shape of a bag, with a tube of the same material attached. They 
are to be introduced into the vagina, then inflated by means of a 
similar bag to be applied to the tube, which is then closed by a stop- 
cock, and left in situ. A double cap for the head, with two open- 
ings for hose, through which continuous currents of hot or cold water 
might be passed. 

Stockings for swelled legs, varicose veins, &c.; the india-rubber 
made to run spirally. 

Fracture apparatus for producing extension and counter-extension. 

Pad and straps to pass round the body, for umbilical hernia of 
children. 

Your committee carefully examined all the medicines, chemicals, 
&c., and have thought the following worthy of the attention of the 
Academy : 

Specimens of ergotine, by Bonjean, of Chamberry, Sardinia. 

The resinous extract of ergot, by Parodi, physician of Piedmont. 

Citric acid and nut oils of various sorts, by the same exhibitor. 

Blanchard’s pill of the ioduret of iron, not liable to decumposition. 

Essences of cogniac and rum ; oil of valerian; oil of calamus ; 
oil of chamomile (anthemis nobilis, ) by Spolen and Schimmel, of Ger- 
many. 

Allumniate of iron, by Herman of Germany. 

Extract of asparagus, caffeine, and theine, by Merch, of Ger- 
many. 
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Essence of cucumber, powdered extract of cucumber, powdered 
belladonna, aconite, conium, hyoscyamus, digitalis, lactuca virosa, of 
great beauty, by Gehe & Co., of Dresden. 

Most beautiful specimens of chemicals, by Powers and Weight- 
man, of Philadelphia, the finest in the exhibition. Arseniate of 
quinine, a new and valuable addition to the Pharmacopeeia ; bisul- 
phate of quinine, iodate of quinine, caffeine, theine. 

A set of tin splints for fractures, by Dr. Kerr, of Canada, which 
was noticeable for its ingenuity and its unusual shapes. 

Daguerreotype representations of the vaccine sore, at different 
periods and at various removes from the cow. 

( Aucustus K. Garpner, Chairman. 
| Joun P. Garrisu, Secretary. 

J. P. BatcHe.peEr, 
| Isaac GREENE, 


| Rrenp. 8. Kissa, 
(Jno. R. Van Kuezex. 


[New York Med. Jour. 


Committee, 





Art. V.—Dr. Murphy’ s Leiter. 


[The following is a portion of a letter from Jno. A. Murphy, M.D., 
now in Paris, as we find it in the Western Lancet. It will be read 
with interest, for it contains some very valuable notices of subjects 
that are just now full of interest to every one. The author and 
Dr. J. P. Judkins, expect to return home in September to take their 
places in Miami Medical College, Cincinnati.—Ep. ] 


In my last I promised to give you an account of the epidemic of 
Cholera—its treatment and mortality. I find, however, that I must 
give you only an abstract of what I have observed, lest it might be 
tiresome to you and your readers. It may be that at some future 
time, when I have fewer topics of interest, I will write out in full my 
observations for you. Let me, then, give you the brief abstract on 
cholera before I proceed to many other matters which I wish to put 
in this letter. From the appearance of the disease here until the 1st 
February, 989 cases were treated in the hospitals, of which 526 
were discharged cured, and 459 died. The epidemic was not a 
serious one, judging at least from those which ravaged Cincinnati in 
’49,’50, and ’51. The majority of the cases I saw, were not very 
severe ones, and if they had been treated differently, I think the 
mortality would have been much less. You know, I think, the most 
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successful treatment, admitted as such by the large body of the pro- 
fession with us, was the administration of small and frequent doses 
of calomel and camphor. 

Here, in all the hospitals, calomel was not given by any of the dis- 
tinguished men. Indeed, they have no confidence in it, and very 
sneeringly call it, the treatment of the North. All confidence was 
placed in the administration of warm alcoholic drinks. At La 
Charite, in the services of M. Rayer and Briquet, who treated all 
the cases sent to this hospital, warm alcoholic drinks constituted the 
principal part of the medication. It is true, mustard plasters were 
freely used to all parts of the surface. M. Briquet also gave large 
doses, and frequently repeated, of Tinc. Opii, by the mouth and rec- 
tum. The patients were covered warm in bed, and bottles of hot 
water were placed around them. If vomiting was severe or urgent, 
seltz water was given, which is nothing more than ordinary water 
charged with carbonic acid. 

Vapor baths were administered to the patients in bed, by an ap- 
paratus for this purpose. At the lying-in wards of the Clinique de 
la Faculte the cholera was very severe, and carried off a great num- 
ber of women. In the most of the cases I did not observe that pain- 
ful and troublesome symptom—cramp. At this hospital two cases 
in the wards of M. Prof. Nelaton were treated with calomel; one re- 
covered and the other died. The history of these two cases is of 
some interest. My friends Prof. J. J. Judkins and Dr. Williams 
were in the wards of M. Nelaton, one evening in December in con- 
versation with the Interno, who told them that he had two cases of 
cholera,-—one being seized a few hours before their visit, the other 
the day before. They advised the Interno to give calomel and 
camphor in small doses to both The one which had been laboring 
under the disease for the shortest time improved from the adminis- 
tration of the calomel and recovered in a very short time. The 
second case improved and lived until the evening of the next day, 
but died of congestion of the brain. When M. Prof. Nelaton made 
his visit the next morning, he was much surprised to see one of the 
patients living, and expressed his astonishment to his class, saying 
that the treatment had been suggested by the foreign physicians 
(par deux medicins etrangers.) As for himself, (said he) Ihave no 
confidence in it, and can only regard its success in the two cases as 
accidental. As I have said before, M. Nelaton is not alone in these 
opinions. M, Bean of Hospital Cochin treated the cases in his ser- 
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vice alone by seltz water. He said that the indication was to hus- 
band the patients’ forces, and therefore, he would not apply mustard 
plasters. This treatment you may regard as a piece of drollery in 
medical practice here. The treatment in all the hospitals was very 
similar. M. Arran, who was filling temporarily the place made vacant 
by the resignation of M. Lewis at Hotel-Dieu, experimented with Iodine, 
administered by the mouth and rectum. The results were not very 
good. At La Charite I may say that Prof. Piorry treated his pa- 
tients by albumine alone. There are two parties here as elsewhere, 
on the question of contagion. The majority do not believe that it 
is at all contagious, while a few, very repectable withal, give cre- 
dence to its contagiousness. Post mortem examinations have re- 
vealed nothing new as to its pathological anatomy. M. Veonois of 
Hospital Cochin, and Rayer of La Charite examined the urine of all 
the patients in their services, and invariably found albumen present. 
M. Mandi found cryptogamme in the evacuations. 

Some very curious examples of the influence of cholera in the 
cure of other diseases were noticed in the hospitals. The service of 
Prof. Rostan at Hotel-Dieu, next to that of M. Rayer of La Charite 
secured the largest number of patients. 

He delivered several clinical lectures on cholera. In one of them, 
he said that it sometimes cures pre-existing affections, sometimes ag- 
gravates them, and again exercises no influence whatever, the dis- 
eases continuing their ordinary march. He instanced many cases, 
two or three of which struck me as being very interesting. A young 
man entered his wards with a deep seated phlegmon in the left illiac 
region, the prognosis of which was pronounced to be very grave, 
owing to the cachectic state of the patient. Under the influence of a 
severe attack of cholera, the phlegmon passed away, and he made a 
rapid convalescence. A case still more interesting was that of a 
young girl who from great mental distress fell down suddenly para- 
plegic. She was treated very actively without any relief. A short 
time after her admission she was seized with an intense attack of 
cholera. As she convalesced from cholera, all her paraplegic symp- 
toms passed away, and she was discharged from the hospital 
cured. 

The duration of cholera has been the same as that of the epidemic 
of 1832, which I give you as a matter of interest and reference en 
passant, of 4,965 persons attacked, 294 died from one to six hours ; 
615 from six to twelve hours ; 492 from twelve to eighteen hours ; 
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1,173 from eighteen to twenty-fonr hours ; or 2,474 died in twenty- 
four hours. 


Of the ether 2,941, 823 died from 1st to the 2d day. 
520 és 2d Sd “ 
382 “ 3d Ath 
240 os 4th 5th 
125 ni 5th 6th 

79 - 6th 7th 
171 7th 8th 
35 8th 9th 
36 9th 10th 
111 10th 11th 
19 - llth “* 12th 


But I must proceed to some other matters. I have collected 
much of interest, to myself at least, but lest I may trespass on you 
with what I am sure is a hackneysd subject, I will reserve them to a 
more convenienttime. Prof. Piorry of La Charite has been making 
a series of experiments with inhalations of Iodine in the treatment of 
Phthisis Pulmonalis. He read a paper on the subject a short time 
ago, before the Imperial Academy of Medicine. Ican only spare room 
for the conclusions of his paper. The definite results of the treatment 
are as follows: ‘‘ Marked amelioration in the anatomical characters 
and symptoms in twenty cases. Disappearance of the anatomical 
characters, and the most part of the symptoms in seven cases. Death 
with or without positive amelioration in four cases.’ He says, 
** You will observe, that the amelioration in the material state of the 
patients, corresponded almost constantly with an advantageous mod- 
ification in the functional symptoms, such as the cough, the abun- 
dance of matters expectorated, and the hectic fever. It has hap- 
pened even under the influence of the treatment that several women, 
whose menses had become suspended, and who had lost large quan- 
tities of blood from the lungs, have had the menses to reappear. 
The mode of inhalation is very simple ; it consists in placing a bot- 
tle containing from Ji to Ziss iodine to the mouth, and applying 
heat. The patient makes a deep inspiration from time to time, du- 
ring half an hour. In conjunction with this, he administers iodine 
internally, and applies it over the parts of the chest dull on percus- 
sion, as well as over cavities. He gives large doses of quinine when 
there is splenic enlargement, or hyperemia of this organ. When 
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there was hectic during the night, he gave small doses. If pus or 
mucus accumulated in the bronchia, he administers emetic doses of 
Tartrat. Antim. In addition to all this, the patient is allowed the 
best diet of the hospital. You know the reputation of Piorry, in the 
diagnosis of diseases of the thoracic cavity, by percussion and aus- 
cultation. He uses a plessimeter, and makes out a diagnoses, as he 
says, with absolute certainty. After the reading of his paper, it was 
the subject of some discussion. One member asked him if he had 
made post mortem examinations of those of his patients treated by 
inhalations, who died. He replied with great emphasis in the neg- 
ative, and that he had as much confidence in his plessimeter, as he 
would have in a post mortem. He sits down by the bedside of each 
of his patients, at least of all those he examines daily, which is never 
more than those in one ward. He next calls for a large sheet of 
adhesive plaster, with which he covers the entire front part of the 
chest of the patient. 

He then commences his percussion on the plessimeter. As he 
says, he maps out the condition of the lungs. These maps are really 
very curious specimens in their way. I have stood and watched 
him for an hour or two, and have been excited by laughter and ridi- 
cule. 

On his map or adhesion plaster he has dullness absolute here, a 
cavity there, and commencing softening at some other part. Piorry 
has no doubt been very strong in his day ; but I must say I cannot 
regard him so at present. He makes out a diagnosis of the diseases 
of the spinal marrow, as inflammation, the existence of a tumor, &c., 
by the same process, by percussing over the spine itself. I saw 
him examine a girl, and diagnose positively, disease of the left kid- 
ney. The girl died finally, when it was found that she had but one 
kidney, which was perfectly healthy ! 

He has taken up the idea lately, that he can produce adhesion of 
the walls of cavities of the lungs, to the chest by compression, and 
in this way cure his patient. To carry out this idea he had Cha- 
riere, the instrument maker, to fabricate an ins‘rument composed of 
a strong spring, with two pads. One of the pads is placed over the 
cavity, and the other on the spine. The pressure exerted by this 
instrument is by no means inconsiderable. I have seen it applied, 
and worn for some time ; but I do not think that any one has seen 
any good results from it, unless it is M. Piorry himself. 
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Another one of his ideas is, that we may see an enlarged spleen 
diminish in size, in a few minutes after the administration of a por- 
tion of quinine. He is not followed by a large class. Of all the 
men here, he has inspired me with the least respect for scientific 
ability. He delivers three clinical lectures weekly : Prof. Boillaud 
giving the other three on alternate days. 

His practice is very small ; which is unusual for one occupying the 
distinguished place he does. 

M. Becquerel, one of the physicians of hospital Lourcine, has re- 
cently published a paper on the treatment of vaginitis, by cauteriza- 
tion with Nitrat Argent. . It is of so much interest, that I give you 
its prominent points. He divides the disease into three varieties, 
specific, chronic, and simple acute vaginitis. The acute variety, is 
accompanied sometimes with uretritis. The coincidence of uretritis, 
is less frequent than has been generally supposed. Becquerel has 
observed it only once in 40 cases. He makes no difference in the 
treatment of simple and specific vaginitis. The sooner the cauteriza- 
tion is applied after the disease has commenced, the more certain is 
the cure. The pain which follows the cauterization, is more severe 
during the acute stage, than the chronic one. The introduction of 
the speculum is absolutely necessary for the cauterization. An in- 
jection of cold water, is thrown into the vagina to wash out the mu- 
copurulent fluid. The back part of the vagina is first cauterized, 
and then the neck of the uterus ; and as the speculum is withdrawn, 
the remaining portions of the vagina. An injection of cold water is 
thrown up five minutes afterwards, and is repeated several times 
during the day, if the patient complains of pain. In general the 
number of cauterizations vary from five to six. 

The results obtained determine the number. The first effect pro- 
duced is pain, which is seldom severe enough to make the patients 
cry out. Itis proportioned to the acuteness of the disease. The 
second effect is an increase of the discharge, which is observsd to be 
constant in every case. The quantity, but its color never does. The 
increase of the discharge varies in duration ; it generally lasts from 
two to four days. If it disappears completely at the end of four 
days, it is a certain sign of the cure of the disease, If, however, it 
persists, there is need of further cauterization. After the first ap- 
plication of the Nitrat Argent, he waits two full days, which, with 
the day of the operation, makes three ; when two cauterizations have 
been made, he awaits three days so as the better to appreciate the 
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cure. He says that he cured all of his cases in this way, numbering 
more than forty. In general three cauterizations are necessary for 
the cure of the acute cases, and six for that of the chronic ones. 
When catarrhal inflammation of the neck of the uterus exists, it is 
very important that the Nitrat Argent, should be applied to it. Re- 
lapse of the vaginitis as in acute cases where it had been neglected 
has been observed. 

I have devoted some considerable part of my time to the Hospi- 
tal des Infants Malades, (children’s hospital.) M. Tuersant is the 
surgeon. You may remember that his father occupied the place of 
one of the physicians to this same hospital, and gained a great repu- 
tation for the treatment of infantile diseases. The present surgeon 
is a small man with a reddish face, grey eyes, a nervous manner, be- 
ing very quick in all his examinations and manual operations. He 
looks as if he had seen 45 years. His clinical day is Thursday, 
when he delivers a lecture and generally operates on four or five pa- 
tients. He is a true Frenchman, so far as talking is concerned, but 
does not say very much on the subject proper of his lecture. 

In a recent lecture on Croup and Tracheotony he gave the follow- 
ing statistics of this operation in this hospital. 


In 1850, 20 cases were operated on, of which 6 were cured. 


In 1851, 31 66 és “cc “c 12 6“ 
In 1852, 49 « ebtig tung, sandy, 
In 1853, 61 “ an ee gi de 


These statistics are not eertainly very eneouraging. As for my- 
self, I believe that if the operation was performed sooner than it 
generally is, that the success would be greater. M. Tuersant has 
been very successful in the treatment of erectile tumors by the appli- 
cation of the actual cautery. He has made these tumors the subject 
of several lectures during the winter, a few brief notes of which I 
send you. He divides them into veinous erectile tumors, and arte- 
rial erectile tumors according as one or the other of these tissues 
predominates. They may be sometimes pedicuilated, or again at 
others quite flat or round. They are almost always congenital. In 
certain families they are hereditary, and have persisted to appear in 
the fourth generation. Generally there is but one, but occasions are - 
not rare which show us several on the same patient. They are ob- 
served more frequently below the diaphragm, sometimes on the 
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arms, and very frequently on the head. When there are several on 


‘the same individual, one is observed on the head. 


The progress of these tumors is very variable. They may extend 
very rapidly either in depth or width. Generally they demand 
prompt surgical treatment; sometimes they cure spontaneously. 
This happy termination is not very frequent, and never observed in 
tumors very voluminous. When they are cured in this way, it is 
owing to the appearance from some cause or other, of an inflamma- 
tion in and around them. The prognosis is grave ; but it may vary. 
according to the size and seat of the tumor, its superficial or deep 
seated position. 

The treatment is quite various. The first plan is to use all means 
which destroy immediately the morbid tissues. The second com- 
prises all those remedies, which modify or transform the patho- 
logical tissues. In the first class are included ligature, extirpa- 
tion, cauterization, in mass with the ferrouge or caustics. The sec- 
ond includes compression, ligature of the principal vessel of the 
part, vaccination, partial cauterization with needles at a white heat, 
and lastly the seton. 

The ligature would be an efficacious remedy, if it was applicable 
to all cases, and if it did not give rise to grave accidents. If the 
tumor is decidedly pediculated, and its roots do not extend into the 
surrounding tissues, its success is almost certain. If, however, the 
base of the tumor is large, and diffused, and more or less profoundly 
situated, we may succeed in causing the tumor to slough off, but it 
will be reproduced by the roots which remain. 

Extirpation of these tumors has deservedly fallen into discredit. 
Hemorrhage of the gravest character is often the result ; and the 
rule given by J. L. Petit to carry the knife beyond the diseased tis- 
sue, does not render the operation any safer. If the surgeon decides 
to extirpate these tumors, they ought to be perfectly circumscribed. 
The operation of cauterizing in mass may be made in two ways. 
First, with the actual cautery; second, with caustics. The cauteri- 
zation in mass with a bouton de feu should only be made on tumors 
of very small volume, which may be destroyed immediately. 

The potential caustics, (in general the Vienna paste) has been re- 
commended by Aug. Birard. I have recourse to them very often. 
These caustics are, however, only applicable to certain cases ; where 
the tumor is very superficial, and where there is a point of support 
for the pressure. 
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The compression must be made on the tumor, and at the same 
time on the neighboring parts. In this way it arrests the course of 
the blood in the tumor, and in the surrounding parts which nourish 
the erectile tissue. The ligature of the principal vessel of the part 
has been followed with brilliant success, by M. Roux, and other sur- 
geons. It is, however, dangerous, and is frequently followed by 
frightful hemorrhage. 

The seton may be, and ought to be employed in certain conditions. 
In a case where ligature of the external carotid had been advised by 
a professor of the Faculty, we obtained a complete cure by the use 
of a certain number of threads passed through the tumor, in the 
lapse of five weeks to two months. 

If it is less dangerous than the ligature, it is followed by erysipe- 
las, which is so fatal to children. The cure by vaccination, espe- 
cially when children have not been vaccinated, and the tumor is flat, 
is followed by satisfactory results. We make with a lancet, from 
three to six punctures, not upon the tumor itself, but on its limits. 
The virus, if possible, ought to be taken from a pustule and employ- 
ed immediately. Partial cauterizations with needles at a white 
heat, are made by means of platina needles, inserted into a ball of 
iron. 

We puncture the tumor according to its volume, a certain number 
of times. They are repeated if necassary, until a cure is accom- 
plished. 

An inflammation is determined in the thickness of the tumor, and 
in consequence an inodular tissue is formed which takes the place of 
the erectile tissue. We have recourse to this means the most fre- 
quently ; its application is simple and easy. Its action is certain 
and sure. The erysipelas which follows so often all other therapeu- 
tic remedies are very rare as a consequence of this. 

It is no matter what means we use, we must remember that there 
are erectile tumors which defy all surgical efforts; they are those 
multiple erectile tumors, which invade simultaneously all parts of 
the body, develop in all the tissues, and leave us nothing to do, but 
to watch their fatal progress.” 

I have seen many cases eured by M. Guersant. He is also a great 
partizan of the fer rouge, for the cure of prolapsus of the rectum in 
children. He punctures the margin of the anus, in several places, 
and generally cures the patient, with one application. 
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Since I last wrote you, the subject of the treatment of uterine de- 
viations by Simpson’s repressor, as modified by M. Valleix of La 
Pitie, has been brought before the Academy of Medicine. Nothing 
has been said since the protracted discussion of the whole subject in 
1849. The discussion which will take place shortly, promises to be 
very exciting, if not somewhat severe. The occasion of the intro- 
duction of the subject at the Academy, was the reading of the re- 
port of the treatment and death of a woman at hospital Lourcine by 
M. Broca, one of the surgeons of that hospital. The case was one 
of anteversion of the uterus, for which the redressor was applied. I 
have not space in this to give you the case in full, but I must say 
that I do not believe the death of the woman was determined by the 
instrument. The woman had peritonitis of a chronic character, and 
for this reason I believe M. Broca is wrong in attributing the fatal 
termination to the redressor. He says, moreover, that not the least 
trace of a wound of the internal surface of the uterus could be found, 
nor of any inflammation of the peritoneal or external surface. How- 
ever, the report was thought to be a matter of great importance, as 
it deservedly is, and was sent to a committee composed of Depant, 
Huguier, and Robert. At the next meeting, Prof. Cruveilhier read 
along report of a case which terminated fatally under his observa- 
tion. This report was sent to the same committee, whose action is 
anxiously looked for. 





PART THIRD. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES AND REVIEWS. 


The Science and Art of Surgery ; Being a Treatise on Surgical In- 
quiries, Diseases, and Operations. By Jno. Ertonsen, Professor 
of Surgery in the University College, and Surgeon to University 
College Hospital. Edited by Jno. H. Barron, M. D. ; Illustrated 
by three hundred Engravings on wood. Philadelphia: Blanchard 
& Lea, 1854. (For sale by Riley & Co. 


The above work is a treatise, strictly elementary ; and designed to 
facilitate our knowledge of the Science and Art of Surgery. 
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For a number of years the author has been Professor of Surgery m 
University College; and Surgeon, also, to the College Hospital, 
having under his charge the wards once occupied by the celebrated 
Liston. 

The volume before us bears the appearance of having emanated 
from an individual who has had fine opportunities for information, 
and has improved them. All of the usual topics are discussed, some 
of them elaborately, as, for example, Jnjlammation and Operations 
and Amputation. Properly enough the author has omitted a con- 
sideration of diseases of the Eye and Skin,‘as being special subjects 
that would require for their proper description more space than could 
be allotted them in an elementary work. 

Most of the wood-cuts, with which the work is illustrated, have 
been made under the author’s superintendence, and consequently 
have a truthfulaess and accuracy about them not usually found in 
similar books of the day. 

The following on the Microscopie characters of Cancer, may be 
taken as a specimen of the doctrines and style of the work : 

‘«The microscovic characters of the different forms of cancer 
have of late years attracted considerable attention among pathol- 
ogists. They consist, in all the varieties, essentially of the same 
elements, though these may differ somewhat in appearance, and in 
relative preponderance, in the different forms of the affection. In 
all there is a fibrous stroma or basis, firmer and closer in some, 
as in scirrhus, than in others. This yields by scraping or pres- 
sure, a turbid fluid, termed the Cancer juice, in which granules 
cells, pigmentary, and fatty matters, are found in varying propor- 
tion. The granules, which are minute, sometimes amorphous, at 
others presenting that vibratory condition termed the molecular 
movement, are met with in all varieties of cancer, though they occur 
in largest quantity in scirrhus. The cells, to which great importance 
has been attaehed by various observers, and which have often been 
looked upon as characteristic, or pathognomonic, of the disease, though 
perhaps erroneously so im the strict acceptation of the term, present, 
however, such peculiar characters, that it is almost impossible to mis- 
take them. They are spherical, fusiform, or spindle-shaped, eliptic 
or caudate, having often two or three terminations, are usually com- 
pound and nucleated. These various appearances are presented by 
them in all forms of the disease ; it is, however, more eapecially in 
the encephaloid variety that they assume a large size, and present 
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their most marked fusiform and caudate shapes. The pigmentary 
cells are principally, if not altogether, found in Melanosis. Much 
diversity of opinion exists amongst surgeons as to the value that 
should be attached tothese microscopic signs in determining the true 
nature of many tumors; some being guided by these appearances 
alone, others looking upon them as uncertain and fallacious, and 
trusting rather to the general characters of the growth. The latter, 
however, appears to me to be too limited a view of the subject; for, 
although the unaided eye of an experienced Surgeon, may, in many 
cases recognize the true character of a tumor, and the microscope, 
in some few instances, fail to reveal it; yet there can be no doubt 
that, in many cases, it is only by the aid of this instrument that the 
real nature of the growth can be determined.”’ 

“It is doubtless true that every one of these micruscopic elements 
may separately occur in the normal tissues of the body, some in 
those of the adult, others, as the caudate and fusiform corpuscles, 
in the embryo, in whose skin these are largely met with ; but, though 
this be the case, it does not appear that they are ever formed in any 
tumors, except those of a malignant nature ; andin these, it is rather 
by the aggregation of these appeardnces, than by any single one in 
particular, that the true character of the disease is determined. In 
these examinations, however, the experienced surgeon will find 
that the appearances presented to the naked eye, will assist him 
much in pronouncing upon the malignant or cancerous character of 
the tumor. It is certainly a remarkable circumstance that the “ re- 
curring’ or semi-malignant diseases, as well as those that are truly 
cancerous or positively malignant, present under the microscope 
structures that closely resemble those of tissues in process of deve- 
lopment, either in the form of imperfect exudative matter and fibro- 
cellular tissue, as in the fibro-plastic tumors, or in the similarity pre- 
sented by the corpuscles of encephaloid, to some of those of the in- 
teguments in the embryo.” 

Into aconsideration of the propriety of removing malignant tumors-— 
hard and soft cancers—the author but briefly enters; what, however, 
he says on this subject, seems to us entitled to great respect With- 
out condemning the practice altogether, he nevertheless evidently 
inclines, as does all other Surgeons, well posted up in the statistics 
of the subject, to the policy of letting cases of decided character 
alone. Those and only those, should be operated on, that are un- 
connected with that peculiar condition of the system, termed a cancer- 
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ous cachexy, or what isthe same thing, hereditary taint. The observa- 
tions of Paget, in regard to the early removal of tumors supposed to 
be malignant are valuable. He states that the average duration of 
life of those laboring under this form of disease, in whom the pri- 
mary affection is removed, is about thirty-four months, while the 
average life of those in whom the disease is allowed to run its course, 
is searcely one year. But we will not any longer keep the reader 
from the remarks of the author, on this and similar points. 

* But in discussing the propriety of operating in a case of Cancer, 
the Surgeon can have little to do with general or abstract considera- 
tions. He has to determine what had best be done, in the particu- 
lar case that he is actually considering ; and it will serve him little in 
coming to a conclusion as tothe line of practice that he should adopt, 
to refer to the statistics of the gross results of operations, or to gen- 
eral comparisons between the results of cases that are not operated 
upon and those that are. The whole question narrows itself to the 
point as to what should best be done in order to prolong the life, or 
relieve the suffering, of the individual whose case is being consid- 
ered. In order to come to some definite conclusion on this, it is 
necessary to classify the different cases of cancer, and to arrange 
them under the heads of those in which no operation is justifiable ; 
those in which the result of any such procedure would be very 
doubtful ; and, lastly, those in which an operation is attended with 
a fair prospect of success. 

«The operation ought never to be performed in those cases in 
which there are several cancerous tumors, existing in several parts 
of the body at the same time. Here the disease is evidently consti- 
tutional, and could not be eradicated by any series of operations. 
Then, again, if the cancerous cachexy is thoroughly developed, or if 
the disease be hereditary, it is useless to remove a local affection, as 
the malignant action will certainly manifest itself elsewhere, or per- 
haps, even speedily return in the cicatrix. So, also, if the tumor be 
of very rapid growth, and be still increasing, there would appear to 
be so vigorous a local tendency to cancerous deposit, that it will 
speedily develop itself again in the cicatrix. If the tumor be so situ- 
ated that it cannot be completely and entirely extirpated by cut- 
ting widely into the surrounding parts, it ought not to be meddled 
with ; otherwise the affection will to a certainty return in the cica- 
trix before it has closed. Ifthe whole of the affected organ, as a 
bone, cannot be removed, or, if the skin and glands be involved, 
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is useless to attempt the extirpation of the growth, as a speedy re- 
lapse may be confidently looked for. In the very chronic and indu- 
rated cancers of old people, it is often well not to interfere, as in 
these cases the affection makes such slow progress that it does not 
appear in any avay to shorten life, and the mere operation might be 
attended with serious risk at an advanced age. 

** Those cases in which the result of an operation is of an extremely 
doubtful character, but in which no other means offer the slightest 
prospect of relief to the patient, have next to be considered. Can- 
cers of the eye and of the testes belong to this category ; for though 
more liable to return than similar affections of any part of the body, 
yet they may be considered fit cases for operation, inasmuch as in 
no other way has the patient the slightest chance of being relieved 
from the disease. In those cancers that are already ulcerated, the 
surgeon may sometimes operate in order to give the patient ease 
from present suffering, or perhaps, as in some cases recorded by 
Brodie, with the view of prolonging the duration of life ; but he can 
have little expectation of effecting a permanent cure. Lastly, if the 
tumor be of so large a size, or be so situated that its removal can- 
not be undertaken without so serious an operation as to occasion in 
in itself considerable risk, the propriety of operation is always very 
doubtful. 

“Those cases of cancer in which an operation is, in my opinion, 
not only perfectly justifiable, but should be urged upon the patient 
as affording the best prospect of preserving his life, are,in the first 
place, those in which the disease has appeared to originate from a 
strictly local cause in persons otherwise in good health, in whom there 
is no cachexy or hereditary taint. Ifthe tumor be of a schirrhous 
character, slow inits progress, single, distinctly circumscribed, with- 
out adhesion to, or implication of the skin or glands, and more espe- 
cially if it be attended with much pain, or with immediate risk to 
life from any cause, and if the whole of the growth, together with 
a sufficient quantity of the neighbooing healthy tissues, can be re- 
moved, most surgeons of authority in these matters would consider it 
to be a fit case for operation. 

In all encephaloid cancers, also, for the reasons already mentioned, 
early operation should, I think, be practiced with the view of pro- 
longing life. 

‘«« An important question in connection with operations for cancer, 
is the period of growth at which they may be done with the most 
perfect success. Most surgeons were, formerly, in favor of removing 





502 Bibliograrhical Notiees. [July, 


the affection as early as possible, feeling, that as it is difficult to say 
when the local form of the disease becomes constitutional, it is safer 
to remove it as soon as its true nature had been ascertained ; and 
this certainly appears to be the proper course to pursue with the me- 
dullary form of the disease. But with regard to scirrhus cancer, the 
opinion is gaining ground that in many cases there is a better pros- 
pect of success if the operation be delayed : and it is stated by Tan- 
chou, by Hervez de Chagoin, and Leroy d’Etiolls, that the result of 
those cases operated on after the cancer has lasted for some time, is 
more favorable than that of those in which an early operation has 
been done ; the cancer often appearing to be arrested in its develop- 
ment and to localize itself as it becomes chronic, and having conse- 
quently a less tendency to speedy return after removal. It may 
also be reasonably supposed that the more active varieties of cancer, 
those that possess the greatest amount of vegetative activity and of 
reproductive power, may have got into a condition unfavorable to 
operation, or even may have carried off the patient before any period 
of arrest in their growth has occurred, during which their extirpa- 
tion could be practised with a fair prospect of success. But these 
are points on which it is at present impossible, I believe, to form a 
definite opinion, as the facts before the profession are too limited to 
enable us to come to any safe conclusion on the subject. 

Since the introduction of the Microscope into studies connected 
with Pathology, many knots have been untied that previously resist- 
ed all efforts, however continued, or industriously prosecuted. IJn- 
Jlammaiion, for example, long bid defiance to every exertion at an in- 
telligent explanation. One theory after another has been brought 
forward, until we have had almost as many as there have been au- 
thors on pathology. While the truth has been closely approached 
by several of their theories, the mind still remained unsatisfied, be- 
cause they could not be demonstrated. The microscope, however, 
now settles the question and reveals to the eye every movement con- 
nected with the process. As the author before us gives a very 
lucid and accurate description of the subject, we subjoin a few of his 
remarks : 

“We have seen that in congestion, the quantity of blood is in- 
creased, but the rate of ite motion is lessened ; in determination we 
have every thing augmented ; there is an increased size of the ves- 
sels and an increased quantity of blood within them circulating 
through them with increased velocity. 
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stopping at last; the immediate stagnation taking place in those 
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‘‘In inflammation we have a combination of these conditions ; we 
have an increased size of the vessels, an increase in the quantity 
and rapidity of motion of the blood ; but conjoined with this we have 
a tendency to its arrest, to its stagnation at points. In studying the 
phenomena of inflammation in the web of the frog’s foot under the 
microscope ; we observe that the first change on the application of a 
stimulus, is the momentary contractiun, followed by dilatation of the 
artery ; the flow of blood through it and the capillaries is accele- 
rated, retardation from congestion then ensues, and lastly stagnation 
at points. 



































‘“« At these centres of commencing stagnation, it will be seen that 
the blood appears to ebb and flow, oscillating to and fro, and then 


capillaries, which are not in the direct line of the passage from an 
artery into a vein, and this arrest taking place by the adhesion of 
the red corpuscles coalescing. by mutual adhesion into masses, which, 
after being carried bodily up and down more and more slowly, at 
last appear to block up the vessel, partly by overcrowding and dis- 
tending it, and partly by becoming adherent to its walls ; this adhe- 
sion usually commencing at the angle of union between two capilla- 
ries. Around the stagnant part the vessels are crowded by an 
aggregation of the red corpuscles, which appear to be more closely 
packed in consequence of the draining away of the liquor san- 
guinis.”’ 





A Treatise on Venereal Diseases. By A. Vinau, Surgeon of the 
Venereal Hospital of Paris, dc. dc. With colored plates. Trans- 
lated and Edited. By Gro. C. Buackmay, M. D., Fellow of the 
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London, &c., formerly 
one of the Physicians to the Eastern and Northern Dispensaries, 
New York. Samuel S. and Wm. Wood, 261, Pearl street, 1854. 
(For sale by Randal Aston and Long.) 


Before the profession has had time to read over, and reflect upon 
the work of Ricord and Hunter, on Venereal Diseases, and which 
was noticed in our last number, another one has made its appear- 
ance, and is thrown before the profession, done up in very superior 
style, by the publishing house of Samuel S. and William Wood, 
New York. 

Messrs. Vidal and Ricord are both now attached to the Hospital 
du Midi, the great Venereal Hospltal of Paris; but, in many res- 
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pects, the doctrines of these distinguished syphilographers are very 
different. Venereal diseases were divided by Hunter into three va- 
rieties, Primary, Secondary and Tertiary. Ricord adopted this clas- 
sification, as being in his judgment the best calculated to express the 
pathological changes, and the best for the purposes of instruction. 
Vidal prefers to express the changes under ‘the title Primitive vene- 
real accidents, and consccutive venereal accidents. But it is in regard 
to the transmissibility of the secondary form of the disease, that Vidal 
differs from Ricord. The latter, it is well known, has advocated 
the doctrine with great zeal, that the secondary form is not trans- 
missible, and during all the time that this subject has been before 
the Academy of Medicine, it appears that he has been the principal, 
if not the sole advocate of the doctrine. To this doctrine, Vidal en- | 
ters his protest in the work before us, and after appealing to his 
own experience, he refers also to the testimony of M. M. Valpeau, 
Lagneau, Gilbert, Yerdy and Roux, two of whom, it will be noticed, 
are distinguished syphilographers; and three, members of the Fa- 
culty of Paris. 

The work is illustrated by colored engravings from designs that 
were executed by M. Bion, and they add very materially to its 
value. 


Types of Mankind, or Ethnological researches based upon the ancient 
monuments, paintings, sculptures and crania of races, dc. dc., By 
J.C. Norr and Gro. R. Gtrppon, and others. Philadelphia: 
Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 1854; p. 738, 8 vo. (For sale by 
Riley & Co.) 

We have here a work which (in words from the motto of its title- 
page, ) ‘‘may make thousands, perhaps millions, think.’’ 

The researches for the last ten or fifteen years in Ethnology—a 
science, as it may now be justly termed, scarcely antedating in ori- 
gin, the second quarter of the present century——have brought to 
light a mass of facts, tending to modify very materially, the com- 
monly received opinions as to the origin and antiquity of the human 
family. 

The work owes its existence to the “ studiis conjunctis’’ of Nott, 
Gliddon, Agassiz and Usher, scholars eminent in the specialties as- 
sumed by them ; and in it the reader interested, (and who is not?) 
in such investigations, will find for the first time. in any language, 
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a systematic treatise on Ethnology, in accordance with the strict 
requirements of modern science. The book derives not a little of 
its value from the hitherto unpublished papers of the late Dr. 8. G. 
Morton, to whom was assigned by common consent, the first place 
among the craniologists of his day, and to whose memory this volume 
is dedicated as a literary cenotaph. 

It is copiously illustrated with characteristic wood-cuts. 

Although subjects of this kind are somewhat variant from the 
scope of our journal, we are induced, from their general interest, to 
present a few of the salient points in the ‘‘ Types of Mankind,” viz : 

1. That certain animals and plants were created in, and adapted 
to certain portions of the globe’s surface, thus forming Zoological 
provinces, having a fauna and a flora exclusively peculiar. 

2. That humanity obeys the same laws which preside over the 
terrestial distribution of other organized beings. 

3. That mankind did not spring from one pair, not even each 
race from one pair, but were created in numbers in the different 
Zoological provinces to which they were adapted. 

4. The existence of man on this globe at a period greatly anterior 
to that assigned him by our present chronological system, is proven 
by the discovery of his fossil bones, imbedded in various rocky strata 
with the vestiges of extinct species of animals. 

5. That physical characters are not changed by change of habi- 
tat, or in other words—climate has no influence in altering the races 
of men; destroy them it may, and does, butit cannot convert them 
one into another. 

6. That certain races, the Negro, the Caucasian, and the Egyp- 
tian, (the latter now represented by the present Fellahs,) have ex- 
isted in and around the valley of the Nile, unchanged in their 
physical characteristics, from ages before 3500 B. C., to the pre- 
sent time. 

7. That craniological developements have had an important bear- 
ing on the destiny of races; that the large-headed have carried 
their civilizations to a much higher point, and have everywhere out- 
stripped and dominated over, the small-headed races of mankind. 

8. That permanence of type is accepted by science as the surest 
test of specific character. 

9. That prolificacy of distinct species, inter se, is now proved to 
be no test of common origin. 
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In the elaboration of these, and similar ‘‘deducta’’ much Bibli- 
cal exegesis is introduced, which forms no inconsiderable portion of 
the volume. While according to the several collaborators of the 
“Types of Mankind,’’ profound and varied research in their respec- 
tive departments, we cannot but think, that ‘‘a tone of handling’”’ 
less oppugnant, less offensive to those holding opposite opinions, 
would not have weakened the force of arguments, or the credibility 
of facts. True science needs not the zeal of the polemic: the simple 
enunciation of her truths will always, sooner or later, command the 
credence she asks. 


Hand-Book of Chemistry, Theoretical, Practical, and Technical. By 
F. A. Apgn, Prof. of Chemistry at the Royal Military Academy, 
and /ssistant Teacher of Chemistry at St. Bartholomew’s Hospi- 
tal; and C. L. Buoxam, formerly First Assistant to the Royal 
College of Chemistry. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea. 1854. 
[For sale by Riley & Co.] pp. 640, 8vo. 

Chemistry is one of the sciences that has found that kind of men- 
tal constitution in the present age favorable to its cultivation. On 
many branches of the subject books have appeared in numbers ; and 
from the fact that those engaged in the exploration have confined 
themselves exclusively to a special department, doing almost nothing 
in any other, we find ourselves, if we would become acquainted with 
what is going on, compelled to travel over a vast extent of territory, 
with here and there a beautiful settlement, and all the balance in 
wilderness, inviting the industrious to come in at once and secure 
‘« pre-emption rights.’ We hope the opportunity so favorable for 
the young men of the day will at once be embraced by those who 
have the taste for such labors, and that our generation may have 
the pleasure, before passing away, of taking a view of the whole ter- 
ritory in a high state of cultivation. 

The volume before us is a synopsis of the experience of two in- 
dustrious students, in Laboratory teaching ; it gives the necessary 
instruction in chemical manipulation, a concise account of general 
chemistry, as far as it is involved in the operations of the laboratory, 
and lastly, qualitative and quantitative analysis. Leibig’s plan for 
instructions in analysis has been adopted by the authors, with such 

































1854. | Bibliographical Notices. 507 


modifications as the progress of science and the special requirements 
of the English student required. 

The work must prove useful as a laboratory guide, and contrib- 
ute to enhance the reputation of its authors. Of Dr. Hofman, for- 
mer teacher of the authors, it has received the warmest approbation. 





Flint’s Clinical Report, on Dysentery, based on an Analysis of Forty- 
Nine cases. 


This report, accompanied the one noticed in our last number, and 
is a neat little volume of some ninety pages. The most of which, it 
is made up, appeared originally in the Buffalo Medical Journal 
during the last year. 

The cases, forty-nine in number, are now submitted to the public 
in a more permanent form, with the hope, as the author states, that 
they may prove acceptable. There is a supplement to the report, 
which consists of remarks on the causation, pathology and manage- 
ment of the disease, preceded by a description of the post mortem 
appearances given by Dr. Carl Rokitansky, in his treatise on pa- 
thological anatomy. 





As all know Rokitansky is professor of pathological anatomy in 
the Royal General Hospital of Vienna—an institution containing 104 
wards, receiving in a single year 20,545 patients, of whom 2,678 
: die. In such a field, it is not strange that he should become the 


Eee OO 


: most distinguished morbid anatomist living ; nor is it strange, that 
‘ our author should insert in his report, Rokitansky’s views on the 
‘* dysenteric process.” Still, we confess that our taste would have 
0 : . 
. been, to have seen Dr. Flint’s valuable essay, made up entirely from 
4 his own observations. Besides, itis very questionable whether the 
observations of Rokitansky, on the lesions of structure will hold 
% true of the disease, as it is modified in our country by the various 
ry influences of geology, meteorology, topography, &c. Dysentery is 
As reputed with us to be also frequently connected with malaria, hence, 
we have what some of our authors on practical medicine have thought 
‘Ss proper te term intermittent dysentery. Now, although the location 


“ in the intermittent form of the maledy may, and doubtless is the 
same as that assigned to it by Hippocrates, the large bowel, 


still the structural lesions must correspond to the combined charac- 
36 
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ter of the morbid forces. Repeated paroxysms of intermittent fe- 
ver, as all know are attended ’with congestions of the internal or- 
gans, among which, none perhaps suffer more than the spleen. 
Now, whatever gorges the vessels of the spleen, gorges also its tri- 
butary, the inferior mesenteric vein which carries the blood from 
the descending colon and rectum. From such congestions, inflam- 
mation of the mucous membrane frequently arises, and in this way 
intermittent dysentery is occasionally produced. Such is the reason- 
ing of, some of our physicians, and by those who have practieed ex- 
tensively in malarious districts, it is received with considerable fa- 
vor. 

The author’s observations on the treatment, show him to possess a 
philosophical mind. He confirms what, with respect to several of 
the leading articles, have been, for some time known to be true, 
—that mercurials are of doubtful propriety, and that opium is the 
most available among all the remedies known. 

The two essays noticed, are specimens of Dr. Flint’s method of 
investigating practical medicine ; and any one who will be at the 
trouble to read them, will see that the Louisville University has se- 
cured the services of a man who will reflect great credit on it, and 


who is worthy to serve ina Faculty with such men asYandell and 
Gross. 


Prize Essay.— On the use and abuse of Alcoholic Liquors in health 
and disease. By Wm. B. Carpenter, M. D., F. R. 8S. Examiner 
in Physiology in the University of London, and author of the 
Principles of Physiology. With a preface by F. D. Condie, au- 
thor of Practical Treatise, on diseases of children, &c., &c. Phila- 
delphia: Blanchard & Lea. For sale by Riley & Co. 


It gives us much pleasure to notice this little volume of near two 
hundred pages on one of the mostimportant subjects connected with 
life. 

But what is more gratifying is the fact, that the views set forth, 
are not only those of the most learned physiologist living, but they 
are in harmony with the experience of the medical profession. 

The views to which we allude, go to establish the position, that 
alcoholic liquors in health, are not only subversive of the integrity 
of the various processes of the human organism, but that they act 
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as poisons—slow sometimes in their effects, but not the less certain 
in producing decay and premature death. 

For the best essay on this subject, it seems that a prize of one 
hundred guineas was offered, and it appears that the essay had to 
contain answers to the following questions : 

‘‘1st. What are the effects, corporeal and mental, of Alcoholic Li- 
quors on the healthy human ? 

“2nd. Does physiology or experience teach us that Alcoholic Li- 
quors should form part of the ordinary sustenance of man, particu- 
larly under circumstances of exposure to severe labor, or to ex- 
tremes of temperature? Or, on the other hand, is there reason for 
believing that such use of them is not sanctioned by the principles 

of science, or the results of practical observations ? 

“‘3rd. Are there any special modifications of the bodily or mental 
condition of man short of actual disease, in which the occasional 
or habitual use of Alcoholic Liquors may be necessary or benefi- 
cial ? 

‘4th. Is the employment of Alcoholic Liquors necessary in the 
practice of Medicine? If so, in what diseases, or forms and stages 
of disease is the use of them necessary or beneficial? 

The Adjudicators were Dr. Jno. Forbes, F. R. 8. Dr. G .L. Roupell, 
F. R.S., and W. A. Guy, M. B., all men well calculated to act as 
judges. 

The author placed on the Essay the motto—Mens sana in corpore 
sano. 


Elemenis of Human Anatomy ; General, Descriptive, and Practical. 
By T. G. Rrcuarpson, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy in the 
Medical Department of the University of Louisville, and one of 
the Attending Surgeons to the Louisville Marine Hospital : Phila- 
delphia ; Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 1854, p. 734, 8vo. 
Although we heard, a while since, that Dr. Richardson was en- 

gaged in preparing a hand-book on anatomy, we were surprised to 

find it so soon on -our table for notice. Not but what the young 
author has as much right to write a book, in this book-making age 
as any one else; but because we could not exactly see the necessity 
of multiplying books on Descriptive Anatomy, a department of 
science that admits of but little improvement, except in the micros- 
copical and chemical departments. With Descriptive Anatomy, the 
author, however, has united Gencral and Practical in the work before 
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us, so as to render it unnecessary on the part of the student just en- 
tering upon the study, to provide himself with separate books on these 
different branches. He has also substituted, as far as practicable, 
English for Latin terms. 

On looking through this work, we see many things in the way of 
arrangement highly creditable to the author’s judgment and taste, 
and that will prove serviceable to those for whom it has been pre- 
pared. 

With the effort to do away, as far as possible, with the use of 
Latin names, we are not favorably impressed ; and against another 
edition of the work is called for, we think the author’s mind on 
this matter will have undergone a change. 





PART FOURTH. 


EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANY. 


Onto Srate Meprcat Soctery. 


This society held its annual session for the present year in Cin- 
cinnati. The session commenced on the first Tuesday of June, and 
lasted three days. 

The officers elected for the present year, are Dr. Charles Wood- 
ard, President; and Drs. W. W. Dawson, and 
Secretaries ; and P. Crume, Treasurer. 

We have not the minutes before us, but will publish them at 
length in our next number. In the mean time, as we were in atten- 
dance, and took some notice of the proceedings, we will give a few 
impressions. 

The attendance, although respectable, was not large. This was 
due to the fact, that the physicians of the city did not generally 
make their appearance at the meeting ; and also to the circumstance 
that the place is on one side of our State, and on that account, did 
not secure so general an attendance from the interior as a more cen- 
tral point, would have done. 

Throughout the proceedings, were rather harmonious, more so 
than might, a priori, have been expected. 
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The papers read, were more numerous than usual, and some of 
them quite elaborate. The Prize Essay was written by M. B. 
Wright, M. D., on the subject of Shoulder Presentations, their Me- 
chanism management, &c. Two reports were made by Standing 
Committees, one by Dr. Dorsey of Piqua, on Surgery ; the other 
by the chairman of the committee on Ethics. Dr. L. M. Lawson 
read a very elaborate paper, on the signs mostly of Phthisis Pul- 
monalis. Dr. Comegys read one also on Phthisis, but confined 
himself principally to a consideration of the causes and treatment. 
Dr. Armor read a short paper on latent pneumonia; and Dr. Men- 
denhall, one on nitric acid, as an anti-periodic in the treatment of 
intermittent fever. 

Some of the above papers were slightly discussed, though the 
time usually allotted to the meetings, is too short to admit of much 
more than amere reading of the matter brought forward, and the 
transaction of business,connected with the policy of the society. 

Considered in a literary point of view, most of the papers were 
highly creditable to their authors. Some criticism was offered on 
the originality of several of them. It wasstated by some of the 
speakers that the greater part, if not all the matter embraced in the 
essays, could be found in books. Grant this as being true, still 
their value may notbe lessened. Original researches, and observa- 
tions have their place, and their use ; and always give the individu- 
als connected with them great character. But they are not always 
available. Facts and truths frequently come to us in an isolated 
form, sometimes in a chaotic mass. Another work, perhaps not 
secondary in importance, is to arrange and classify them, so as to 
make them practical—to make them of use to the profession. Lei- 
big for example, as well as othe rs of our chemists, have been 
extensively engaged in chemical researches, by which new discove- 
ries have been made, new truths added to the commonwealth of 
science. Many of these now lay scattered through the transactions 
of learned societies, or in the journals of the day. What more valua- 
ble to the profession, than to select them out, and place them in a 
position for practical purposes? It was long known that steam pos- 
sessed power, and that Iron wire would conduct a current of Electri- 
city ; but the application of these truths to the various uses, of which 
they have been found susceptible, has given character, not only to 
the individuals who have been engaged in the work, but to the 
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age in which we live. Again, statistics have been kept at various 
points in our country on Meteorology, observations have been made, 
and are still being made on Geology, Topography Hydrology—in- 
deed on most of the important matters eonnected with climate. 
From these different sources, truths valuable and available, may be 
collected and placed in a form for use ; and to those who think pro- 
per to employ their time in labors of’ this kind, our profession are 
often under as great obligations as to those engaged in original re- 
searches. | 

We see therefore, no propriety in the objections, so often taken to 
papers not strictly original. Those who make them, although they 
assume to themselves the ‘‘ Judgment Seat’’ seldom ever fail to be- 
tray a want of information, touching all the things that ought to be 
taken into consideration. 

For original researches, we confess ourselves, that we have a 
great love ; and with respect to those engaged in them, like in the 
eharacters of the bold stout-hearted pioneers who led the way to the 
civilization of the western world, there is something peculiarly at- 
tractive and pleasant to contemplate. Who of us would not like to 
look upon Hippocrates, Hervey, Haller, Boerhaave, Jenner, Sy- 
denham ? and with what veneration, do we regard their labors. 
But the discoveries of these illustrious personages have their place. 
Truths with which they became acquainted, but of the application 
of which they knew nothing, have been placed by others in a position 
to become available, and hence the labors of the latter class of per- 
sons should not be overlooked. 

Most of the committees that failed to report, were continued 
through the present year; and are expected to have their reports 
ready by the next meeting of the society at Zanesville. 

Several new committees were organzed for the investigation of 
special subjects. Among these was one from whom, we hope no 
report will ever be received. We allude to the one whose duty it is 
to inquire into the propriety of revising our Code of Ethics. There 
was no necessity, in our humble opinion, for any such committee. 
Our Code of Ethics needs no revision. Itis generally known, I pre- 
sume, that it is the same as that of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. After this body had revised theirs, and made it as perfect as 
possible, our State Society adopted it. It therefore, not only em- 
braces the judgment of our -own Society on Ethics, but also that of 
the National, and is as perfect as any that can be prepared. Butit 
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is not certain that those who moved for the appointment of this com- 
mittee, desire merely revision. Indeed, we have the evidence to 
know that their design is destruction. They wish to erase every 
thing from the profession, in the shape of Ethics. To laws fixed 
up in the form of a code, they are instinctively hostile. We heard 
their logic in favor of the abolition of the Code of Ethics, and have 
only to say that, ifit is true, it will abolish all law, both human and 
divine. Certain restive spirits, we have no doubt would get along 
more smoothly, provided they could be so situated as to appro- 
priate to themselves the immunities couched in the saying, ‘‘ Where 
there is no law, there is no transgression.’’ But we live in an age that 
recognizes the obligation of all to law: every person and thing, it 
has been found proper to place under the restraints of law. 

In coucluding our nviice of the late meeting of the society, we 
take pleasure in saying, that our.reception in the city was cordial. 
We met a goodly number of old acquaintances, and those who are as 
zealous as ever to leave nothing undone that will contribute to the 
advancement and purity of our profession. Since, however, the last 
time that we assembled with our professional friends in the Queen 
City, several have been gathered from their earthly labors, to ex- 
plore and realize the things of the future world. Among these was 
one who was formerly on such occasions foremost in every good and 
useful work, one who gave character to every association with which 
he was connected,—indeed, to the medical profession of the United 
States. Allknow that we allude to the late Dr. Drake. No one, 
situated as we were, could have failed to notice that the place which 
he always filled on such occasions was unoccupied. As in medical 
science he had no superior, so in the social circle,—the qualities of 

his heart, the readiness of his wit, brilliancy and agreeableness of 
c his thoughts, marked him always as the leading spirit of the compa- 
> ny. We shall never, perhaps, see his like again. But Cincinnati, 
‘ 
e 





if for no other reason, will be dear to medical men as being the 
theatre of the most distinguished medical man which the last ten 


be centuries has produced. 

- During the deliberations of the society, an application was made 
\- for membership by an individual who, at one time had a con- 
s nection with the regular faculty, but has been for a few years since 
a- engaged in figuring among the “ Eclectics,” in the character of a 
of lecturer—and occasionally concerned in getting up nostrums. Be- 


ing convinced of the error of his ways, he desired to return, and 
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stated as his reasons for so doing, that he was satisfied, that the re- 
gular system, was the only one in which an honest scientific man 
could live, and in it, he desired to spend the remnant of his days. 
His case was referred to a committee that reported favorably ; but 
the report was, after considerable discussion, laid on the table. Thus 
ended the application of Dr. —— Cox for membership. He made 
all the acknowledgments before the committee that could be desired, 
but the profession in the city seemed to want confidence in him. 

The society holds its next meeting at Zanesville, where it is ex- 
pected a fine ingathering will take place, and many in that region 
of the State, learn the advantages to be derived from organized 
effort. 


Remarks on Croup, and its Treatment. By Horace Green, M. D. 

New York. 1854. a 

A pamphlet, of some twenty pages, has been forwarded to us with 
the above title, and in looking over it we at once recognized the rea- 
son of its appearance. With the previous method of treating Croup 
the author appears dissatisfied. It seems that in ’48 he published a 
small treatise on the ‘‘ Pathology of Croup and its treatment by 
topical applications,’’ in which the declaratian was made, that the 
practice of making topical applications of medicinal agents into the 
larynges of young children for the treatment of membranous croup, 
is entirely practicable, safe, and when judiciously employed, in the 
highest degree efficacious. 

Since the publication of the work alluded to, the author states that 
he has had an opportunity of treating a considerable number of 
cases, and that he has received from eminent men at home and 
abroad; accounts of cases treated according to his plan, of which 
the results have been highly satisfactory. The topical application 
is made with a probang, dipped in a solution of nitrate of silver 
(Dii to 3j aqua.) 

With the standing of the author we are not very well acquainted. 
There is something, however, in his style, and in his expressions, in 
regard to former methods usually adopted in the treatment of croup, 
that has not made on us avery favorable impression. Talking about 
the ‘‘ perturbating’’ method connected with the use of the lancet, anti- 
mony, and calomel, as he does, seems to us to have some relation to 
the sophism of presumption. From what book, or from whose expe- . 
rience has the author learned that the lancet, or antimony, or calo- | 
mel is ‘‘ perturbating ?’’ 
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To the suggestion that topical medication will, in some cases, be 
productive of good results, we have no objection. The plan is rea- 
sonable, and should not be disregarded in the treatment of severe 
cases of the membranous variety of croup. Croup, however, is not 
the only complaint in which this kind of medication of the upper 
part of the the air passages has been found to be efficacious. 


Nostrums—Leeis~ativeE Action.—A Bill was before our last 
Legislature which made it incumbent on those engaged in the 
manufacture of nostrums, to place a label on each preparation 
or compound, stating the name of the ingredients out of which 
it was composed. When it was supposed that the bill would pass 
into a law, several of the manufacturers, from our own State, 
and from other States, made their appearance, as if by magic, 
armed with their own peculiar kind of logic, and a little of the 
material that excites liberal views, and disposes those who swallow 
it to the contemplation of the bright side of pictures. Tney did not say 
any thing about the care with which they themselves deliberate upon 
the per centum of gullibility in the people, but placed their defence 
upon the ground that at the present time there is an investment in 
Ohio in nostrums equal to about two millions of dollars, and that if the 
bill before the Legislature should pass, it would not only sink this large 
amount of capital, but would destroy an annual trade in one city 
alone, Cincinnati, of about two hundred thousand dollars. Of course 
such arguments set some of our legislators to thinking over the 
stand they had-taken, and the result was, many that had promised 
to vote for the law, began to show signs of a disposition to recede, 
and, on the final vote, the bill was lost. 

If they had investigated the matter rightly, they would have found 
out that there is no more involved in a law that destroys all the pa- 
tent medicine trade at one blow, than there is in the confiscation and 
destruction of the base metals and implements of the counterfeiter. 
Indeed, between the two classes of persons, the Nostrum-makers 
and Counterfeiters, a parallel mightbe run for a considerable length. 
It would be, however, all the time in favor of the latter. The 
former decides to make money by the robberies he can perpetrate, 
notwithstanding the sacrifice of human life incident to his business ; 
the latter to make money by robbery alone. 
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While the bill was before the Assembly, there were a number of 
speeches made upon it, pro et con. As a sample of those made 
against it, we give one from a Senator, whose district includes one 
of the principal cities in our State. It is as follows : 


* Mr. Bartlett said, the reason wky doctors were so anxious to 
break down these patent medicines, was the faet that they could not 
stand the competition. These medicines were soothing and agreea- 
able in their effects ; worked upon the imagination, and many men, 
by using them, save in a fewmonths enough to school their children 
a year. These medicines, as he was informed, were generally made 
by regular physicians—old practitioners—men who have spent 
many years in the practice of medicine. He would, therefore, op- 
pose the passage of the bill.’ 


This speaks for itself. Ifa volume were written upon the igno- 
rance of the people,—how little the masses really know of what their 
interests are in regard to things medical, it would fall short in con- 
veying any correct idea, compared with what may be inferred from 
the above speech. Here is a representative of the people, one who 
is presumed to reflect their feelings and will, in all his official acts, 
and certainly should in one involving health and life ; now see how 
his thoughts run about doctors’ patent medicines, and the way 
children may be schooled ! 


Tue Szconp Votume or Dr. Draxe’s Work, is now passing 


through the press, and will be out in a short time. This, which is 
confined to a description and treatment of diseases, will, in connec- 


tion with the previous volume, mostly on Etiology, make a work on 
the diseases of the Interior Valley of North America that will give 
character, unless we are mistaken, to Westeru Medical Literature. 


Neoro.ocy.—Prof. Jameson, who has occupied the chair of Nat- 
ural History in the University of Edinburgh for half a century, is 
dead. 














1854. ] Editorial and Miscellany. 517 


The following books have been received and will be noticed in our 
next number: 


West on Diseases of Ohildren; Lea & Blanchard, Philadelphia. 
Fulleron Rheumatism ; Sawuel 8. and Wm. Wood, New York. 
A copy of the Transactions of the American Medical Association 

has been forwarded to us some time since. Before receiving it we 

gave a notice of its publication. 
Single copies will be furnished to members of the Association for 
five dollars. Two copies for nine dollars. The present volume no 


physician should be without. Meigs’ paper is worth the price 
charged for it. 


New Orleans, during the past season, presented a spectacle not 
often heretofore witnessed on any part of our earth. Diseases are 
something with which we have all become more or lass familiar, but 
jt is not often that the ravages which Yellow Fever has made upon 
the Mississippi delta the last year, occur in the experience of a 
generation. ‘Nor are such thoughts as the following, from the pen of 
the distinguished Dowler, often noticed, after an epidemic of the 
kind has subsided: 


‘“*YeLttow Fever 1s New-Oriteans—Beavutirut anp Horrip 
PicrurEs.”’ 

‘¢ Conrrasts.—The earth, air and sky seemed to be in the midst 
of the pestilence; such as Gothe described, which appear in the 
strongest contrast, when humanity is desolated : 

“« Know’st thou the land where the pale citron grows, 
And the gold orange through dark foliage glows ? 
A soft wind filutters from the deep blue sky, 


The myrtle blooms, and towers the laurel high. 
know’st thou it well ? 

“O there with thee ! 
O that I might, my own beloved one, flee !” 

Yet, in the midst of such scenes the Angel of Death poured out 
the phials of his wrath. Coffin rumbled with coffin ; the funeral 
columns defiled almost constantly for months from every street 

“To join 
The innumerable caravan that moves 
To the pale realms of shade.” 

Sun-set.—As the day declined the funeral march became dense, 

continuous, and often blended. It was then that nature was sere- 
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nest, while the sun was sinking into the cypress forests, his slantest 
rays dying with variegated hues, the trembling waves of the river, 
recalling to the mind the sublime descriptions of Scott and Goethe ; 
the first relating to a tropical sun-set, and the second one in the tem- 
perate zone : 

“‘ No pale gradations quench his ray, 

No twilight dews his wrath allay ; 

With disk like battle target red, 

He rushes to his burning bed, 

Dyes the wide wave with bloody light, 

Then sinks at once—and all is night.” 

See how the green-girt cottages shimmer in the setting sun! He 
bends and sinks. Yonder he hurries off and quickens other life. Oh ! 
that I have no wing to lift me from the ground, to struggle after, for- 
ever after him! I should see, in everlasting evening beams, the 
stilly worl at my feet—every height on fire—every vale in repose— 
the silver brook flowing into golden streams.***. I hurry on to 
drink his everlasting light—the day before me and the night behind— 
the heavens above, and under me the waves.’’ 


Porrry oF THE PxstTI1LENcE.—These. contrasts between the beauty 
and repose of nature, and the march of death, gave rise to several 
poetical contributions, which were cut short in some cases by ‘‘ the 
pest king,’’ whose power they were recording—the muse trailing 
her fast-failing wings in the polluting blood and black vomit : 

“« All hoping is past ! 
The black draught of Death is ejected at last! 

So reads one the unfinished black vomit poems of 200 lines, by a 
physician, who died of the vomio, which he'sung. 

Another says : 

«‘ The sun sinks down o’er each death-crowded street, 
Whilst dread, delirious screams the hearing greet ; 
Night settles o’er with awe and fear and gloom. 
What means yon glaring blaze, yon cannon’s boom ? 
Ha! victory’s tokens for the Conqueror Death ! 

Who slays his thousand by the Fever’s breath !” 

Nicut.—Night was ushered in, fora short period with cannona- 
ading, and, for a considerable time with conflagrations from burning 
tar, the towering flames of which cast a sickly flickering light among 
the streets, upon the river, and into many a dilapidated window, 
upon yellow, rigid corpses, awaiting interment on the morrow.—Dr. 


Dowler. 
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Homeopathy.—Its Tenets and Tendencies, Theoretical, Theological and 
Therapeutical. By J. G. Simpson, F. R. 8. Edinburgh. Phil- 
adelphia : Lindsay & Blakiston, 1854. 


Homeopathy, Fairly Represented, Not Misrepresented. A Reply to 
Simpson’s Homeopathy. Philadelphia: Lindsay and Blakiston, 
1854. 

Both of the above works are for sale by Randall, Aston & Long. 
As we have expressed an opinion in our last number, in general 
terms, inrelation to the Homceopathic controversy, we have nothing 
further to state, than that those who are curious to know all about 
the matter, will find a full expose in the above works, pro et cor. 


Prorgssor Lawson.—This eminent medical gentleman who would 
give character to any School with which he would connect himself, 
has resigned his place in the Ohio Medical College. His chair in the 
Faculty will be occupied at the approaching session by Prof. Armor, 
who has made Cincinnati his place of residence, and who, we should 
think, will be found to be available in his new position. 

Joun A. Warner, M. D. has recently been appointed to the chair 
of Chemistry in the Ohio Medical College, the same chair formerly 
occupied by Locxe. Success to W., his industry and eccentricities, 
may prove to be elements of success if rightly directed. 


Iyrussusceprion—Death after 14 years. 


Some fourteen years since we had a case of Intussusception in a boy 
about 6 years of age, followed by the discharge of a portion of gut 
29} inches long, embracing the ccecum appendicula vermiformis and 
a large portion of the colon, with parts of the meso-colon attached. 
The discharge took place while the patient was at stool on the 17th 
day of his illness ; after which the urgent symptoms all subsided, and 
the patient very gradually recovered his health. For some years he 
was delicate, but he, nevertheless grew until he attained the ordinary 
height of manhood. Although he labored on his father’s farm for 
the last ten years, he at no time seemed to enjoy good health. Bowel 
affections he seemed to contract with facility, and has been on the 
invalid list a great portion of his time. 
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Having been in the neighborhood lately where the patient re- 
sided, we learned that he died of phthisis pulmonalis in the spring, 
and very much regretted to find that no post mortem had been 
made. We should have thought it no trouble to have went to the 
neighborhood from this city, a distance of some 60 miles, to have 
ascertained the manner in which the bowels became united after the 
portion expelled, so as to preserve the continuity of the canal. 

The portion of intestine discharged is in the Pathological Museum 
of Louisville University. Notes of the case were published at the 
time in the Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 


YOUNG PHYSIC. 


In all periods of the world’s history, aged men—those who may 
be considered locomotive libraries, filled with volumes of knowledge 
and experience concerning the past, have been regarded as having 
their proper place in the front ranks of society, and of all the learn- 
ed professions, so as to be in a position to give direction to all mea- 
sures of importance. 

Lately the integrity of this time-honored custom has been assailed 
in so many of the departments of society, that fears are entertained 
that the movement will have a kind of epidemic prevalence. In its 
spread it has already found its way into the medical profession, and 
as a consequence, the name “* Old Fogie’’ is about to be canonized 
as a term full of meaning, and without the use of which not only our 
system of nomenclature will be out of proportion, but we would be 
unable to make useful distinctions in regard to many of the import- 
ant interests of humanity. 

That this is an age of great progress, and characterized with some 
of the most extraordinary inventions and improvements that have 
ever characterized the race, are facts so obviouss, that no one will 
controvert them, unless he has been for the last quarter of a cen- 
tury in close communion with Morpheus. But that it will be an im- 
provement to giv: the cold shoulder to, or invite into retirement every 
man who happens to have a few grey hairs on his pate, regardless 
of every other consideration, is one of the edicts of the times, that 
has struck some members off the profession as being of not quite as 
much use as the ‘‘ Moral Law.’’ Pushing the old men aside, dis- 
missing them from the stage of action, in order to make room for 
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“Young Physic,”’ will not, it is imagined, make it less necessary to 
give physic than formerly. Badinage aside, we desire to see the 
young men of the times ambitious in moving forward to the posi- 
tions to which they imagine themselves called upon by the interests 
of humanity to fill—have no great desire, however, to see them vol- 
unteering with so much patriotism, if a military figure is allowable, 
to attend to the sepulchral rites of the old. In former times, men 
after having filed the measure of their usefulness, died a natural 
death. Perhaps the same thing will occur again. 
and see if Nature is “‘ semper idem.’’ 

The foibles and frivolities of youth are not less prejudicial to the 
inquiries connected with medical progress, than the dotage or dogma- 
tisms of age, and there are just as many reasons why the former 
should be unfavorably regarded as the latter. 

What conduces to bring about the best state of things, is per- 
haps a mixture of young and old blood in something like equal 
proportions. This kind ofa compound secures the experience, pro- 
foundness, discretion, etc., of the aged, and the zeal, energy and 
go-a-headativeness of the young. 


Suppose we wait 





M. Rovx.—This eminent Surgeon, Paris correspondents say, is 
dead. He has been connected with the profession for 58 years, and 
for the last thirty years has been regarded as the most eminent Sur- 
geon in Paris. On the death of Dupuytren, he become the senior 
Surgeon of Hotel Dieu. Saturday evening, January 28th, while 
shaving himself to go to the ball of Hotel de Ville, he had an attack 
of apoplexy, and died on 24th March, at the age of 73. . The fol- 
lowing is an account of his funeral : 


FUNERAL OF M. ROUX. 


‘« The funeral of M. Roux took place on the 27th of March. The 
religious service over his remains was performed in the church of 
St. Germain-dez-Pres. M. de Castlenau in his own terse style, 
says, ‘the funeral of M. Roux was worthy of his memory.” His 
remains were deposited in the cemetery of Mont-Parnasse, where 
rests the illustrious Lisfrane. Six discourses were pronounced—by 
Messrs. Velpeau, in the name of the Institute; Malgaigne. in the 
name of the Faculty of Medicine ; F. Dubois, in the name of the 
Academy of Medicine; Marjolin, in the name of the Society of Sur- 
gery ; Larrey, in the name of the Military Surgeons, and Duchaus- 
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soy, in the name of the Hospital Internes. M. Malgaigne’s dis- 
course is an evidence of that wondrous power of intellect which char- 
acterizes the great orator. M. Velpeau’s discourse was admirable 
as a true appreciation of his dead colleague’s career. I cannot re- 
frain from giving the apostrophe with which he concludes ; it is ex- 
ceedingly touching. ‘‘ Venerated master, faithful friend, thou hast 
nothing to fear from the celestial life, thou hast done thy duty to- 
ward thy fellow-creatures, thy career has been fully, nobly perform- 
ed! Thy memory will never perish ; thy name, ever honored, will 
occupy a great and illustrious page in the history of useful, of learn- 
ed men. From the abode of the elect, God will permit thy great 
shade occasionally to cast an indulgent look on us; then thou wilt 
know that among thy former students, there is one who will cherish 
thy remembrance, and be grateful to thee to his last hour ; who, in 
bidding thee an eternal adieu, leaves thy grave, his heart bursting 
with tears and sorrow.” 

‘In concluding this notice (brief for the want of space, ) I may be 
permitted to make an extract from my Diary to show the beauti- 
fully poetic thoughts which occasionally emanated from this great 
surgical illustration, even in the wards of the hospital. 

«Sept. 27th, 1852, Monnay. Hotel-Dieux; Roux’s service. Gos- 
selin acting. Although we are in the vacation, M. Roux follows the 
service, dressed with extreme elegance, he pours forth a torrent of 
remarks, questions and answers, on, and respecting all the important 
cases. The agrege (M. Gosselin( from time to time, expresses an 
opinion in opposition to that of the professor, which gives rise to a 
little discussion—as in the case of Stone, No. 13, where M. Gosselin 
advocates lithotrity, M. Roux lithotomy, for the old man loves the 
bistoury p.ssionately. As a general thing, he appears delighted 
when his pet (for M. Gosselin is such) gets the advantage of him ; 
then with his characteristic elevation of eyes and arms, he exclaims, 
«« peut-etre ! peut-etre! peut-etre vous avez raison /! /’’ (perhaps, per- 
haps, perhaps you are right) * * * * * * As M, Roux 
passed bed No. 60, one of the sisters told him that the patient was 
dead, “‘ ah, it is ever thus,” he said, ‘“‘we wither and fall like leaves.” 
I walked beside him for a few steps, when he suddenly turned to me 
and exclaimed, ‘‘ yes, we are but Jeaves on the Tree of Life, for a 
brief space we bask in the sun-light of heaven, then we drop to the 
ground and decay, leaving our place on the mother branch to be fill- 
ed by the new born bud!” COOPER. 
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Sixra voLuME oF THE JouRNAL—Norice to Susscrrsers.—With 
the present Number, the Journal closes its sixth volume. Many 
subscribers are still in arrears, some for several of the back volumes, 
and quite a large number for the gresent. We send our bills, and 
hope they will meet with a cordiak reception. 


Srartine Mezprcat Cotsece—Reorcanization.—The board of 
Trustees have reorganized the Faculty of this Institution, as 
will be seen by the official advertisement. By those interested in 
the future of the school, the measure has been deemed advisable ; 
and it is hoped, that .t will meet the approbation, and secure the 
confidence of the prof;ssion in the West and South. 


Derection or Bioop-starns ON A KNIFE COVERED WITH Rust.— 
M. Daubrawa was requested to ascertain the existence of blood- 
stains on a knife which was suspected to have been used in the com- 
mission of a marder. The knife, having lain a long time in a damp 
place, was rusted; but certain bright rust-free spots cou.d be dis- 
tinguished amidst the rust. On heating the point of the ie, these 
spots scaled off while the rust remained adherent; on the other 
hand, on immersing the knife in dilute hydrochloric acid, the bright 
spots remained untouched, although the rust was readily dissolved. 
It was probable that these bright spots were blood-stains ; but as 
some non-nitrogenous organic acids will produce similar marks, some 
of the detached scales were heated in a test tube, and by the disen- 
gagement of ammonia from the hematine of blood, caused a blue 
color on reddened litmus paper. The whole blade was then mace- 
rated for a long time in distilled water, which acquired a reddish 
discoloration ; and by the aid of a Jens, fibrine could be seen adhering 
to the blade in the situation of the bright spots. Ammonia added 
to the solution caused no precipitate ; nitric acid gave a white pre- 
cipitate ; it became turbid from heat ; solution of chlorine at first 
produced a green tint, this color then disappeared, and white flocculi 
were deposited. These different fluids having been evaporated to dry- 
ness and burnt, and the residue dissolved in hydrochloric acid, dem- 
onstrated the presence of iron by its appropriate reagents.—Jour. dg 
Chimie Medicale. 

37 
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Quarantine and Yellow Fever—We see from the public prints, 
that the subject of quarantine, as a means of keeping out yellow 
fever, is agitating the public and professional mind of New Orleans. 
We had supposed that the experience of the past few years, as 
brought to light by the late quarantine Congress of Europe, had 
given the quietus to this miserable system of transatlantic fogyism ; 
and we are therefore surprised to learn that the obsolete idea of 
quarantine restrictions finds any favor in the enlightened city of 
New Orleans. If any fact, in reference tothe spread of disease, is 
clearly established, this, it seems to us, is one of those facts—name- 
ly, that if a disease be contagious, quarantim; is powerless in pre- 
venting its spread ; and if not contiguous, thea it is clearly an un- 
warrantable interference with commerce and the intercourse of 
men.—St. Louis Med. Jour. 


New Method of administering Sulphate of Quinine—In the Med- 
ico-Chirurgical Review, for September, 1853, we find a notice of an 
article by Dr. Bertella, on a new method of administering sulphate 
of quinine. This plan consists in combining with the quinine an 
equal quantity of tartaric acid, which has not the effect of de- 
composing the salt, but of rendering it more soluble, ard of caus- 
ing absorption to take place more readily. He gives at a dose three 
grains of dissulphate of quinine, and three of tartaric acid. The 
dose at the commencement is from six to twelve grains of each.— 
St. Louis Med. Jour. 


Ipzcacuanua Exrzerwatty.—As a counter-irritant, ipecacuanha is 
said to possess similar virtues to tartar emetic, without any of the 
disadvantages of the latter remedy. It causes a pustulation similar 
to that produced by the tartar emetic, which is attended with little 
pain, and heals readily without a cicatrix. In diseases of children, 
and when such application is desired upon exposed surfaces which 
would be disfigured by cicatrices, the ipecacuanha is much to be 
preferred. It may be applied either in the form of an ointment, or 
by being sprinkled over the surface of a pitch plaster.—S¢. Louis 
Med. Journal. 











